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Biographical note:  

Djeneba Deby Bagayoko is an essayist, linguist and independent Black language researcher. In 

November 2021, she was shortlisted and selected by the Center for the Advancement of 

Languages, Education and Communities (CALEC) to write one of the chapters of A Bilingual 

Revolution for Africa. The book was published in 2023 in both English and French (Une 

révolution bilingue pour l'Afrique) for which she received appraisal from Yao Ydo, the director 

of the UNESCO International Bureau of Education (IBE). She was subsequently invited by 

UNISA (University of South Africa) to give a talk on her essay. In 2023, she was interviewed 

for a piece on Mubi Notebook on the portrayal of African accents by Western/Hollywood 

movies titled "The African Accent and the Colonial Ear." Her essay in response to Baldwin's 

"My Dungeon Shook" was selected as part of "James Baldwin: A Response" in celebration of 

the author's 100th birthday. 
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