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Abstract 
This paper is intends to throw light on noun derivation in Kinga. The objective is to describe the ways through which nouns are formed in Kinga language. It attempts to provide answers to the question “what are the processes involved in forming new nouns in Kinga? The study is of paramount importance as it adds knowledge to the studies on the Bantu languages and documents one of the endangered languages. Data were obtained by observation, interview and review of literature. Results indicate that derivation process in Kinga language is performed in two major ways; one is by the shift of the noun class prefix leading to meaning change, in this derivational process there is noun-to-noun derivation, adjective- to- noun derivation and verb to noun derivation. Another derivational process is by suffixation, this involves formation of new words by adding the suffix to the base, the process involves suffixes a,e, i,o and u .
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1. Introduction
Kinga is a Bantu language spoken in Makete district in Njombe region in Tanzania. Kinga is classified as G65 Bantu language, other languages in this Bena-Kinga  group are  G61 Sango- Rori G62 Hehe, G63 Bena, G64 Pangwa , G66 Wanji and  G67 Kisi (Guthrie, 2017). Kinga language has a restricted tone system (Schadeberg, 1973), this article however does not attempt to describe the tone system. Kinga is estimated to have 275,000 speakers all over Tanzania and 97,000 in Makete district where native speakers originate.
Apart from those living in Makete district, the Kinga are scattered all over Tanzania largely in the south western part of the country. Kinga is one of the minimally documented languages. Like many other languages in Tanzania, Kinga is endangered by the wide spread of Swahili (Petzell, 2012). Kinga is losing speakers day after day. Swahili has limited the use of minority languages mostly because it is used in formal domains (Legère, 2007).
 Different scholars have put their hands to writing on the Bantu languages, this paper intends to join such efforts as specific language studies are highly needed to deeply describe particular languages. Description of a particular language allows a supply of plenty examples, it is therefore significant to put down different aspects of the language, documenting Kinga language is vital for the linguistic history of the Kinga themselves, the country (Tanzania) and the world of linguistics at large, The objective of this paper is to make a description of noun derivation  in Kinga language. It gives the answer to the question “what are the processes involved in forming new nouns from the existing ones in Kinga?
 Nouns in Kinga can be formed in different ways, it is possible to form by noun class transfer by which a noun is affixed with other prefixes aiming to express a contrasting meaning, for example the word ʊ-mu-nu (CL1) ‘person’ whose plural is a-va-nu (CL2) can receive other class prefixes that trigger semantic changes. When the word ʊmunu takes class 4 ȋ-mi-nu the word changes to mean ‘evil or bad people, it also means bad things or garbage (PL)’. When the noun takes class 5 ȋ-lȋ-nu the word means evil person (SG) or something big, if the same noun takes prefix kha (CL12) to make the word a-kha-nu the noun means something small or a despised person and by taking the prefix tu (CL13) ʊ-tʊ-nu it means many small things or despised people, it brings the pejorative meaning, Derivation is also possible by suffixation and minimally by compounding, this paper describes all in the coming sections.
2. Methodology.
 Different methods were used to collect data, one of the method was elicitation, 11 native speakers of Kinga were interviewed, Respondents were selected purposively; adults and elders were preferred because the researcher realized  they knew the language more than youths whose Kinga was found to have been highly affected by the contact with Swahili. Secondary data were also used to collect Kinga vocabularies. Books like; Ʊntestament ʊmpya (The new testament in Kinga), Ikhulongwi i nonu Nduwu jevigilwe nu maliko( Good  news as written by Mark (Wycliffe Bible Translators, 2009).  Ikhulongwi jya Munu Mosu nu Lasalo (The story of the reach and Lazarus), ikhalata ja nimbo tsa vakilisiti (The book of Christian Songs) and Akhapango kha silahanga ni nyantsuba (The story of the hyena and the chameleon) by SIL. 
Observation was another method used to collect data, both of the first author’s parents are native speakers of Kinga who were born and have lived in the study area for more than 20 years, the author has learned different aspects of the language from them.  The first author has personally visited the study area many times, he therefore has a reasonable level of competence in the language. Questions asked during elicitation were like ‘what is the difference between the nouns A and B?  What is the Kinga word for word X?  Swahili words were used to elicit responses. The author was interested in different aspects of nouns including their appearance in augmentation and diminution.

3. Noun Derivation in Kinga
Noun derivation in Bantu languages is done in various ways including prefixation and suffixation. Prefixes are not for inflectional purposes only, they can be derivational too. Noun class prefixes can be used to change the lexical meaning and not merely change number (Mufwene, 1980). The stem can be the same but changes in the prefix can trigger changes in the meaning.
There is a rich derivational process in Kinga, it is possible to form nouns from other nouns, from verbs and from adjectives, and nouns can be formed by class prefix transfer, augmentation and suffixation. The noun in Kinga consists of three elements namely; the pre-prefix (augment), the class prefix and the stem as in ʊ-mu-nu‘ a person’ where the first ʊ vowel is the augment which is also termed as pre-prefix, ‘mu’ is the class prefix (CL1) and ‘nu’ is the stem. The pre-prefix vowel normally takes the vowel used with the class prefix though slight changes may happen at some points due to gliding.
Since the discussion on noun derivation in Kinga will involve the formation of nouns by class prefix transfer, then it is worth providing a summary of the Kinga noun classes. Various sets of noun classes in Proto-Bantu have been offered. The earliest known is that of Bleek who reconstructed sixteen noun prefixes and named them as 'Ancient Bantu', Bleek's reconstruction was later revised and amended by Meinhof who proposed twenty-three Ur-Bantu noun classes, then was Meeussen’s reconstruction which proposed twenty four noun classes, the other major reconstruction of the Proto-Bantu noun class system was offered by Guthrie who reconstructed nineteen classes (Maho, 1999).
 The number of noun classes differ in different languages, in Tanzania the south western highlands languages haves a slight difference in their number of classes, Nyakyusa for instance has 18 classes (Persohn, 2017),  Bena has 19 noun classes(Morrison, 2011) and Shinyiha has 18 noun classes (Goodness, 2020).   There are 19 Kinga noun classes as shown in table 1 below;
Table 1: Kinga Noun Classes
	Class
	Augment
	Prefix
	Example
with stem
	Gloss

	1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
20
	ʊ
a
ʊ
ȋ
ȋ
a
ȋ
ȋ
-
-
ʊ
a
ʊ
ʊ
ʊ
-
-
-
ʊ

	mu
va
mu
mi-
li
ma
khi
si
i
i
lu
kha
tʊ
βu
khu
pa
khu
mu
gu

	ʊ-mu-nu
a-va-nu
ʊ-mu-akha
ȋ-mi-akha
ȋli-tsebele
a-ma-tsebele
ȋ-khȋ-dunda
ȋ-si-dʊnda
i-seenga
i-seenga
ʊ-lʊ-khooto
a-kha-ana
ʊ-tʊ-ana
ʊ-βʊ-pelwa
ʊ-khʊ-esaja
pa-tembile
khu-tembile
mu-tembile
ʊ-ğʊ-ğaanga
	person
people
year
years
corn
corns (maize)
hill
hills
cow
cows 
curse
little child
little children
stupidity
to pray
...at the church(near)
…at the church (far)
...in the church
very big stone


  (Mbilinyi & Joshi, 2023)

3.1. Noun –to- Noun derivation 
 This type of derivation makes one of the most important ways of noun derivation in Kinga, this is the formation of new nouns by the transfer of the class prefix, in this process there is a shift of the noun class prefix which is replaced with a different noun class prefix creating a different meaning, as it happens in other Bantu languages this derivational process likewise happens in Kinga and the neighboring languages like Bena G63 (Morrison, 2011). It is a common practice that nouns can be derived from other nouns by transferring to another noun class (Katamba, 2003), this is attested in Kinga language where the speaker may form a new noun with a different meaning from the readily available noun.  In such a derivation, the shift aims to suit the meaning intended by the speaker, it can be augmentation or diminution or locating. Derivation of this kind is also discussed by Maho (1999, p. 88) who names it as secondary classification, he asserts that secondary classification can be used in formation of locatives, diminutives and augmentatives.
For the purpose of augmentation, Class 1/2 may be replaced with class 5 and 20, this applies when the speaker is referring to something or an object abnormally big or individual with bad or unusual manners or one acting brutally, this type of derivation is also discussed by Van De Vellde (2019) who argued that it is quite common to find terms for humans in other classes, especially if they are used to refer to persons with unusual characteristics. Class 2 may be replaced with class 4 for the same purpose in plural cases, mu which is a class1 noun prefix can be replaced with li class5 to form a noun, while muana means child, liana means a child with bad manners or an abnormally fat child. Look at the examples 1 and 2;
	(1)ʊmuunu 
   ʊ-   Mu-   unu    
  aug-CL1- Person
          
	ȋlinu
ȋ-       li-    nu
aug-CL5-Person 
Bad man/ sth bad 

	
(2) ʊn’ǧosi
     u-  m-   ǧosi)   
  aug-CL1-Male or husband                              
	
iliǧosi
i- li-   ǧosi
    aug-    CL5- male
Bad male or bad husband


Class 2 noun va:na can receive a class4 prefix that leads to the formation of a new noun for augmentation purpose in plurals as shown in example 3. 
	(3) avaana 
     va-ana
   CL2-child
    Children 
	ȋmiana
ȋ-     mi-   ana 
aug-CL4-child
Children with bad manners 



As in: avaana ava βaliasi hi.  These children are very thieving
     ȋmyana ȋgi miliasi hi.   These bad children are extremely thieving

The derivation that happens to this noun in (1)and (3) also happens to a neighbouring language Nyakyusa(Robinson, 2016).
In Kinga this also happens with class1, 5 and 9 being replaced with class 20 for the same augmentation purposes. Look at the examples 5-6;
	 (4)ʊmuunu 
  ʊ-   mu- unu
 aug-CL1-person

(5) ilibikhi
    i-   li- bikhi
aug-CL5- tree


(6) imene                 
     i-  m-ene
  CL9-   goat
	ʊǧʊnu
	ʊ- ǧʊ-       nu
     aug-CL20-very evil Person/sth bad 
                     ʊǧʊbikhi
ʊ-   ǧʊ-  bikhi
aug-CL20-tree
very big tree

                       ʊǧʊpene
                       ʊ-   ǧʊ-    pene
                      aug-CL20-goat
                      Very big goat



 Examples 4-6 above show derivation of nouns from other nouns by replacement of the noun prefix mu by gu which results to formation of an augmentative noun. Constructions in examples (7-9) below demonstrate the changes happening in a sentences after derivation, note the bolded class prefix changes.
                                   (7)     ʊla muunu mmosu-      that person is rich.
        ǧula  gʊʊnu gʊvivi-         that person is wicked.

    (8) ȋlibikhi ili lilongoti-           This is a eucalyptus tree.
       ʊǧʊbikhi uǧu ǧulongoti-         This big tree is eucalyptus

         (9) ȋmene ȋji jya Sanga-             This goat belongs to Sanga.
                                         ʊǧupene uǧu ǧwa Sanga  -    This big goat belongs to Sanga.
Prefixes can also be transferred for pejoration purposes, in such a transfer class 1 which has inherent nouns may be replaced with class 7, the noun prefix for class 7 is ki that appears as khi in Kinga, it is used when the speaker wants to talk about someone thought to be imperfect either in shape or character, see example 10 in which the speaker exhibits discredit to the person talked about
(10)
	ʊn’dala
ʊ-        m-     dala
aug- CL1- woman
	    ȋkhȋdala
    ȋ       -khi-    dala
    aug-CL7    woman



as in differing sentences like; Ʊn’dala uju inya solo sitso- this woman is very gossiping (normal)
                                               ȋkhȋdala ikhȋ khȋnya solo- this woman is very gossiping( pejorative)

                                  ʊn’dala uju insupi sitso  this woman is very short  (normal)
                                  ȋkhȋdala ikhi khȋsupi sitso-    this woman is very short( pejorative)

  Class1 can likewise be replaced with 12 for diminution purposes when the speaker intends to mean ‘small size’ ‘beauty’ or ‘weaknesses, example 11 and 12 shows this;
	(11) muana
mu-ana
CL1-child
	kha:na
kha-ana
CL12-small/ beautiful child


	(12) menza
  m-     henza 
CL1- girl
	                 khahenza
kha-        henza
CL12-beautiful girl






 
Diminutive derivation does not occur  in Kinga only, it can also be found in Luganda (E15), in his book,  Maho (1999, p. 88) argues that diminutive nouns in Luganda can be constructed by transferring a non-diminutive noun from its primary class belonging to a special class associated with diminutiveness. For instance, if one wants to say 'small dog' in Luganda, either an adjective can be used to construct or derivation of a new noun meaning exactly that. This is done by reclassifying 'mbwa 'dog', which belongs to class 9, into the diminutive class 12, which thus becomes kàbwâ 'small dog, puppy'.

3.2.  Adjective to nouns derivation
Nouns can be formed from the adjectives by prefixing the augment and a class 14 prefix to an adjective. As shown in table 1 adjectives like supi (short), ǧisu (fat), twesu (white person) which refer to qualities can be nominalized by that means. 
Table 2: Adjective to Noun derivation
	Adjective
	Gloss 
	aug
	Prefix
	Noun
	Gloss 

	supi
	short
	ʊ
	βʊ
	βʊsupi
	Shortness 

	twesu
	white
	ʊ
	βʊ
	βʊtwesu
	whiteness

	mbalasu
	light
	ʊ
	βʊ
	βʊβalasu
	lightness

	ǧisu
	Fat
	ʊ
	βʊ
	βʊǧisu
	Fatness

	pelwa
	Stupid
	ʊ
	βʊ
	βʊpelwa
	Stupidity



This kind of derivation can also be traced in Umbundu language where a merged class 3=14 regularly functions as the abstract class for derived words, as in words like, unene 'bigness' derived from the adjective stem -nene 'big', and usoma 'royalty' derived from osoma 'king, chief.(Maho, 1999)
Apart from addition of a prefix as observed in table 1 above, nouns can likewise be formed when the adjectives take the role of the nouns in a sentence, this means the attachment of a class prefix only does not make recipient adjectives nouns, they remain adjectives, and the noun is formed by the role that the adjective takes.  The nouns themselves are underlying but what is surface is the adjective. Examples below demonstrate such type of derivation from adjectives nonu (good), βiβi (bad), mbalasu (white) and nitu (black),  prefix addition has not made them nouns, they  remain adjectives until they are brought into use it is when they play a nominal role as shown in sentence 13 and 14.
(13) Atelikhe amanonu,amabhibhi ataǧile.
                     S/he has cooked good and thrown away bad.

(14)Imbalasu pwejȋle, ȋnitu nipali.
 White is present black isn’t.

In sentence (13) the adjectives takes the role of the noun, we are not sure what was cooked but we surely understand that there was cooking and that the cook selected the good ones and threw away the bad ones, probably beans, participants in context know the underlying noun. In (14) likewise no one can understand the white that was present and the black that was not, probably the white goat was present and the black goat was missing, what we are sure is that something nominal is being talked about.
Derivation from adjectives does not limit itself to attributive adjectives only, it extends to other types of adjectives too, Examples 15-18 show different types of adjectives and the way they are nominalized.
                                                 (15)    ʊla nitsili- 
                                                    that (person) has not come    Demonstrative 
                                               
                                              (16) bhooni  bhasue nȋ edisi                
                                                     all   died of AIDS                    Number

                                                (17)        ʊvaane namuli ʊmʊ
                                                        mine is not in 	                Possessive 

                                                  (18)       βeeni atie eβo?
                                                         Who said that?	     Interrogative

Despite the fact that ʊla, bhooni, ubhane and bheeni   are all adjectives, they play a nominal role in the sentences above, they act like nouns.

3.3  Verb- to- Noun Derivation
Nouns can also be formed from verbs by affixation, both prefixation and suffixation can facilitate this type of derivation. Suffixation leads to formation of more agentive nouns. The suffixes can therefore be termed as agentive suffixes.
Derivation   by prefixation:
In many Bantu languages, nouns can be formed by adding prefixes to verbs. In Lega language for instance (D25) spoken in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of Congo, nouns may be derived from verbs by adding an appropriate class prefix (Katamba, 2003). Derivation by prefixation is also attested in Akan language where the nominal prefixes adjoin the verb stem direct to derive nominal (Adomako, 2012). Derivation by prefixation also happens in Kinga language. The added prefix is normally ku which appears as khʊ the prefix is used with class15 infinitives. Examples 19-22 below demonstrate the way verbs can turn to nouns by prefixation;

	(19) ǧenda   (V)


(20) ǧela  (V)



(21) tyesamula (V)


(22) paǧala (V)
	     khu-  ǧenda (N)
cl 15- walk
walking 
      khu-    ǧela (N)
CL15- try
trying 

khu-tyesamula
CL15- sneeze
sneezing 
khu-  paǧala
CL 15 -get
Getting/searching 




The noun class prefixes in examples (19-22) above provide some grammatical information like tense (present) and aspect (simple) indicating habitual occurrences. This kind of derivation is also discussed by Maho (1999)  who argues that, infinitives are grammatically treated as nouns in Bantu languages and in most languages they are found in class 15, the standard form of the Bantu infinitive is: noun prefix + verb root ending with a . 
The formation of nouns in Kinga also happens when locative prefixes precede nouns resulting to locative nouns, as they appear in other Bantu languages the noun prefixes in Kinga are pa, ku (khu), and mu where pa (CL16) makes a reference to a nearby location, ku (CL17) refers to a distant location and mu (CL18) refers to a location inside, look at the examples 23-25 below;
	(23) palʊğasi
      Pa-         lʊğasi
Class 16NP- river
at the river
(near)
	(24) khulʊğasi
khu-          lʊğasi
class17NP -river
at the river
(distant)
	(25) mulʊğasi
mu-           lʊğasi
class18NP -river
in the river



NP= Noun Prefix
The nouns resulted by attaching the prefixes above are similar to the ones referred to as secondarily classified nouns which can also be found in Umbundu-(Schadeberg, 1990), Nyungwe- (Dos Anjos Martins, 1991) and Icibemba -(Van Sambeek, 1995)  as cited by Maho (1999).
Derivation   by suffixation
There are a number of nouns formed as a product of the suffixes being attached to verbs,  different vowels are attested as final suffixes in deverbative nouns with a wide range of meanings (Schadeberg, 2003). Suffixes forming nouns in Kinga are i,o,a, e,and u, the most productive suffix used to form nouns is i, This suffix derivation goes together with assimilation of some sounds in some words when a speaker is in a rapid speech, the noun class prefix is assimilated to alveolar nasal “n”. In some words, more than one sound is assimilated.
Look at the examples 26-30 of i suffix derivation;
	(26) telekh  
      Cook (V)



(27) lem  
    dig (V)




(28) laǧul
Fortune tell 



(28) lias→
       Steal



(30) Pela→
      create



	ʊntelesi
ʊ-     m- telekh-     si
aug-CL1-cook-NMLZ
cook (N)

ʊndemi
ʊ-        m-  lem-     i
Aug-CL1-  dig- NMLZ
peasant (also used to mean hard worker)

ʊndaǧutsi
ʊ-m-lagu- tsi
Aug-CL1-fortune tell- NMLZ
Fortune teller

ʊβʊliasi
ʊ-βʊ-lias-i
Aug-CL14-steal-NMLZ
Theft 

ʊmpeli
aug-CL1- Ʊ-m-pel- i
create-NMLZ 
Creator (God)















The other suffix used to form nouns is “o”. The suffix goes together with the attached augment at the beginning of the word. Examples (31-34) below demonstrate ’o’ Suffix Derivation;
	(31) ǧana
      love (V)



(32) pʊnza
     Sharpen 



(33) khu:na
      Sweep


(34) ǧela
         try

	ʊluǧano
ʊ-     lu-    ǧan-     o
aug-CL11-love-NMLZ 
Love (N)

khȋpʊnzelo
ȋ-      khȋ-  pʊnz-      el-        o
aug-CL7-sharpen-APPL-NMLZ 
Sharpener 

ʊnkhuunilo
u-     m-  khu:n-     il-        o
aug-CL4 sweep-APPL-NMLZ
Broom
ngelo
ȋ-      mi-  ǧel-     o
aug-CL4-try- NMLZ


As in ;   mwiǧela ingelo itsya jansʊngʊ.
                   You try impossible/dangerous deeds

Another suffix used for forming nouns is “e” this suffix is not as productive as the previous, look at the example (35) below; formation of a noun is accomplished by augment, prefix, stem and the nominalizer e.
	(35) Sua
       die
	ʊvuswe
u-     vu-      su-     e
Aug-CL14-die NMLZ
death


 
“a” is  likewise a suffix used for forming nouns, derivation by suffix a is not productive in Kinga  Example (36) below shows the way nouns are formed from the verbs by the use of this suffix.

	(36) lȋma
        dig
	   khȋlȋmȋla
  khȋ-lȋmȋ-l-a
CL7-dig-APL-NMLZ
Piece of land for farming 



Suffix “u” is minimally used for forming nouns, the noun is formed by augment +stem+ nominalizing suffix, example (37) below shows this derivation process;
	(37) tamwa
Suffer from a disease-
	βʊtamu
βʊ-tam-u
CL14-suffer-NMLZ
Disease 



3.4 Derivation by compounding
This kind of noun derivation is not productive in Kinga, there are only few cases of irregular compounds as shown in example 38-40;
	(38) ʊnyang’aani- quarrelsome person
(39) ʊnyamiğuğulʊ- dirty person
(40) ʊnyambuda –     rober



There are some cases of compounds that may look Kinga in contemporary Kinga, but they are originally not, the contact between Kinga and Swahili has made some Swahili compounds penetrate Kinga lexical stock, (41) and (42) are examples of borrowed compounds; 

	Kinga Borrowed compound
(41) ʊnfanyabiasala
(42) ʊnfanyakhasi
	Swahili
mfanyabiashara
mfanyakazi
	Gloss
business man/woman
employed man/woman






4 Conclusion.
Formation of new nouns in Kinga can be performed with a wide range of derivational processes, these include the transfer of the class prefix which is the noun- to- noun derivation, it is in this type of derivation augmentation and diminution are found. The second process involves addition of the conditional prefix also termed as state prefix, this type of a prefix is used with an adjective to give a noun that refers to a state, condition or quality, and this is categorized as adjective –to- noun derivation. In a more conversational setting, the adjectives can assume the role of a noun where participants involved in a conversation understand the underlying referred noun, the adjectives on the surface can be attributive, demonstrative, possessive, number or interrogative.
Verb –to- noun derivation involves attaching an infinitive prefix ‘khʊ’, the prefix precedes the stem. Another derivation from verbs is that which involves attaching suffixes i,o,a, e, and u.
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