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Abstract 
This paper is intends to throw light on noun derivation in Kinga. The objective is to describe the ways through which nouns are derived in Kinga language. It attempts to answer the question “what are the processes involved in forming new nouns from the existing ones in Kinga. The paper is of paramount importance as it adds knowledge to the studies on the Bantu languages and documents one of the endangered languages. Data were obtained by observation, interview and review of the books written in Kinga most of which were religious. Results indicate that derivation process in Kinga language is performed in two major ways; one is by the shift of the noun class prefix leading to meaning change, in this derivational process there is noun-to-noun derivation, adjective- to- noun derivation and verb to noun derivation. Another derivational process is by suffixation, this involves formation of new words by adding the suffix to the base. The process involves suffixes a,e, i,o and u .
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1. Introduction
Kinga is a Bantu language spoken in Makete district in Njombe region in Tanzania. Kinga is classified as G65 Bantu language, other languages in this Bena-Kinga  group are  G61 Sango, Rori G62 Hehe, G63 Bena, G64 Pangwa , G66 Wanji and  G67 Kisi (Guthrie, 2017). Kinga language has a restricted tone system (Schadeberg, 1973). It has three dialects, îkhîkhînga, îkhimagoma and Mahanji. This study is centred on îkhîkhînga dialect. The census conducted in the year 2022 showed that Makete district has the population of 109,160 people (National Bureau of Statistics, 2023). Kinga is estimated to have 275,000 speakers all over Tanzania and 97,000 in Makete district.
Apart from those living in Makete district, the Kinga are scattered all over Tanzania largely in the south western part of the country. Many of them are found in Njombe urban, Mbeya city, Tunduma Township, Iringa municipal and Dar es Salaam. Kinga is one of the minimally documented languages. Like many other languages in Tanzania, Kinga is endangered by the wide spread of Swahili (Petzell, 2012). Kinga is losing speakers day after day. Swahili has limited the use of Kinga mostly because Swahili is used in formal domains (Legère, 2007).
 Different scholars have put their hands to writing on the Bantu languages in general, however, specific studies are needed to deeply describe particular languages. Description of a particular language allows a supply of plenty of examples of a particular language, it is therefore significant to put down different aspects of the Kinga language. Documenting the language is vital for the linguistic history of the Kinga themselves, the country (Tanzania) and the world of linguistics at large.
 The objective of this paper is to make a description of noun derivation in Kinga language. It gives the answer to the question “what are the processes involved in forming new nouns from the existing ones in Kinga? The paper is divided into four parts, following this introduction is the second part that unveils the methodology used, the third describes a wide range of ways through which noun derivation take place and the fourth draws the concluding remarks.

2. Methodology.
 Different methods were used to collect data. One of the method was elicitation, 11 native speakers of Kinga were interviewed, Respondents were selected purposively; adults and elders were preferred because the researcher believed they know the language more than youths whose Kinga is affected by Swahili. Secondary data were also used to collect Kinga vocabularies. Books like; Ʊntestament ʊmpya (The new testament in Kinga) and Ikhulongwi i nonu Nduwu jevigilwe nu maliko( Good  news as written by Mark (Wycliffe Bible Translators, 2009).  Ikhulongwi jya Munu Mosu nu Lasalo (The story of the reach and Lazarus), ikhalata ja nimbo tsa vakilisiti (The book of Christian Songs) and Akhapango kha silahanga ni nyantsuba (The story of the hyena and the chameleon) by SIL. 
Observation was another method used to collect data, both of the first author’s parents are native speakers of Kinga who were born and have lived in the study area for more than 20 years, the author has learned different aspects of the language from them.  The first author has personally visited the study area many times. He therefore has a reasonable level of competence in the language. Questions asked during elicitation were like ‘what is the difference between the nouns A is and B?  What is the Kinga word for word X?  Swahili words were used to elicit responses. The author was interested in different aspects of nouns including their appearance in augmentation and diminution.

3. Noun Derivation in Kinga
Noun derivation in Bantu languages is done by prefixation and suffixation. Prefixes are not for inflectional purposes only, they can be derivational too. Noun class prefixes can be used to change the lexical meaning and not merely a change of number (Mufwene, 1980). The stem can be the same but changes in the prefix triggers changes in the meaning.
There is a rich derivational process in Kinga. It is possible to form nouns from other nouns, from verbs and from adjectives. Nouns can be formed by class prefix transfer, augmentation and suffixation. Different ways of derivation are discussed;
3.1. Noun to Noun derivation 
 This is the formation of new nouns by the transfer of the class prefix, in this process there is a shift of the noun class prefix which is replaced with a different noun class prefix creating a different meaning. As it happens in other Bantu languages, this derivational process happens in Kinga and the neighboring languages like Bena G63 (Morrison, 2011). It is a common practice that nouns can be derived from other nouns by transferring them into another noun class (Katamba, 2003). This is attested in Kinga language where the speaker may form a new noun with a different meaning from the readily available noun.  In such circumstances the shift aims to suit the meaning intended, it can be augmentation or diminution.
 Class 1 may be replaced with class 5 and 20 when the speaker is referring to something abnormally big or individual with bad manners or one acting brutally. Class 2 may be replaced with class 4 for the same purpose, mu which is a class1 prefix can be replaced with li class5 to form a noun with a different meaning, while muana means child, liana means a child with bad manners or an abnormally fat child. Look at the examples;
(1) Table 1: Class 1 vs. 5 Augmentative derivations
	Muunu 
Mu-unu    
CL1- Person
          
	Linu
li-nu
CL5-Person 
Bad man 

	
N’ǧosi
m-ǧosi)   
CL1-Male or husband                              
	
Liǧosi
Li-ǧosi
CL5-male
Bad male or bad husband




Class 2 noun bha:na can receive a class4 prefix that leads to the formation of a new noun for augmentation purpose. Look at the examples below;
Table 2: Class 2 vs. 5 Augmentative Derivations
	Bhaana 
Bha-ana
CL2-child
Children 
	Miana
Mi-ana 
CL4-child
Children with bad manners 



As in: abhaana abha bhaliasi hi.  These children are very thieving
     Emyana igi miliasi hi.   These bad children are extremely thieving

This also happens with class1, 5 and 9 being replaced with class20 for the same augmentation purposes. Look at the examples in the table below;
Table 3: Class 9 vs. 20: Augmentatives derivations
	 Muunu 
 (a)Mu-unu
 CL1-person

(b)Libikhi
li-bikhi
CL5-tree


(c)Imene                 
i-mene
CL9-goat
	ǧʊunu
ǧʊ-unu
     CL20-very evil Person

ǧʊbikhi
ǧʊ-bikhi
CL20-tree
very big tree

                       ǧʊpene
                       ǧʊ-pene
                      CL20-goat
                      Very big goat



In the table above, examples a-c show derivation of nouns from nouns. Replacement of the noun prefix mu by gu in ‘a’ results to an augmented noun. The same thing happens in example b and c.  Constructions below show the way it happens in sentences.
                                   (a)     Ʊla muunu mmosu-      that person is rich.
        Ǧula  gʊʊnu gʊvivi-         that person is wicked.

    (b) Elibikhi ili lilongoti-           This is a eucalyptus tree.
       Ʊǧʊbikhi uǧu ǧulongoti-         This big tree is eucalyptus

         (c) Imene iji jya Sanga-             This goat belongs to Sanga.
                                         Uǧupene uǧu ǧwa Sanga  -    This big goat belongs to Sanga.
For diminution and beauty class 1/2 may be replaced with class 12/13, in this case the speaker intends to mean ‘small size’, beauty or weakness. Class 3 and 4 prefixes can be replaced by class 7/ 8 and 12 /13, for the same purpose. The table gives some examples
Table 4: Class 3 /4 vs. 12 Diminutive derivation 
	Muana
Mu-ana
CL1-child
	Kha:na
Kha-ana
CL12-small/ beautiful child

	Menza
M-henza 
CL1- girl
	                 Khahenza
Kha-henza
CL12-beautiful girl






Table 5: Class 3/ 4 vs. 8 Diminutive Derivation
	Khilongoti
Khi-longoti
CL7- small, unhealthy eucalyptus tree
	Silongoti
Si-longoti
CL8- small unhealthy eucalyptus trees

	Kha-longoti
CL12, Piece/seedling-Eucalyptus tree     
	tʊlongoti
CL13, Pieces/seedlings-Eucalyptus trees



 
3.2.  Adjective to nouns derivation
Nouns can be formed from the adjectives by prefixing a proper prefix to an adjective. Adjectives like supi (short), ǧisu (fat), twesu (white person) which refer to qualities can be nominalized by placing a prefix. This is demonstrated below;
Table 2: Adjective-Noun Derivations
	Adjective
	Gloss 
	Prefix
	Noun
	Gloss 

	Supi
	short
	bhʊ
	bhʊsupi
	Shortness 

	Twesu
	white
	bhʊ
	bhʊtwesu
	whiteness

	mbalasu
	light
	bhʊ
	bhʊbhalasu
	lightness

	Ǧisu
	Fat
	bhʊ
	bhʊǧisu
	Fatness

	Pelwa
	Stupid
	bhʊ
	Bhʊpelwa
	Stupidity



Apart from addition of a prefix as observed above, nouns can also be formed when the adjectives take the role of the nouns in a sentence. This means attachment of the augment and a class prefix does not make them nouns, they remain adjectives.  The nouns themselves are underlying but what is surface is the adjective. Examples below demonstrate such type of derivation from adjectives nonu (good), bhibhi (bad),  mbalasu (white) and nitu (black)
(a) Atelikhe amanonu,amabhibhi ataǧile.
S/he has cooked the good and thrown away the bad.

(b) Imbalasu pwejile, initu nipali.
 White is present black isn’t.

In sentence (a) the adjectives takes the role of the noun. We are not sure what was cooked but we are in a position to understand that there was cooking and the cook selected the good ones and threw away the bad ones, probably beans. Participants in context know the underlying noun. In (b) no one can understand the white that was present and the black that was not, probably the white goat was present and the black goat was missing. But what we are sure is that something nominal is talked about.
The derivation shown above is for attributive adjectives, but derivation from adjectives does not limit itself to attributive adjectives only, it can be seen in other types of adjectives too. Examples below show different types of adjectives and the way they are nominalized.
                                                     Ʊla nitsili- 
                                                    That (person) has not come    Demonstrative 
                                               
                                              Bhooni  bhasue ni edisi                
                                                     All   died of AIDS                    Number

                                                        Ʊbhane namuli ʊmʊ
                                                        Mine is not in 	                Possessive 

                                                         Bheeni atie ebho?
                                                         Who said that?	     Interrogative

Despite the fact that Ʊla, bhooni, ubhane and bheeni   are all adjectives, they play a nominal role in the sentences above

3.3  Verb- to- Noun Derivation
Nouns can be formed from verbs by affixation, both prefixation and suffixation can facilitate noun formation. Suffixation leads to formation of more agentive nouns. The suffixes can therefore be termed as agentive suffixes.
3.3.1 Derivation   by prefixation:
In many Bantu languages, nouns can be formed by adding prefixes to verbs. In Lega language (D25) spoken in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Nouns may be derived from verbs by adding an appropriate class prefix (Katamba, 2003). Derivation by prefixation is also attested in Akan language where the nominal prefixes adjoin the verb stem direct to derive nominal (Adomako, 2012). Derivation by prefixation also happens in Kinga language. The added prefix is normally khʊ. The prefix is used with class15 infinitives. Examples below show the way verbs can turn to nouns;
Table 3; Derivation by prefixation
	Ǧenda   (V)


Ǧela  (V)



Tyesamula (V)


Paǧala (V)
	Khu-ǧenda (N)
CL 15- walk
Walking 
Khu- ǧela (N)
CL15- try
Trying 

Khu-tyesamula
CL15- sneeze
Sneezing 
Khu-paǧala
CL 15 -get
Getting 








3.3.2 Derivation   by suffixation
There are a number of nouns formed as a product of the suffixes being attached to verbs.  Different vowels are attested as final suffix in deverbative nouns with a wide range of meanings (Schadeberg, 2003). Suffixes forming nouns in Kinga are i,o,a, e,and u 
The most productive suffix used to form nouns is i. This kind of derivation goes together with assimilation of some sounds in some words when a speaker is in a rapid speech, the noun class prefix is assimilated to alveolar nasal “n”. In some words, more than one sound is assimilated.
Look at the examples below;


Table 4: i Suffix Derivation
	Telekh  
Cook (V)

Lem  
Dig (V)




Laǧul
Fortune tell 



Lias→
Steal


Pela→
create



	Ʊntelesi
Ʊ-m-telekh-si
aug-CL1-cook-NMLZ
cook (N)
Ʊndemi
U-        m-  lem-     i
Aug-CL1-dig- NMLZ
peasant (also used to mean hard worker)

Ʊndaǧutsi
Ʊ-m-lagul- tsi
Aug-CL1-fortune tell- NMLZ
Fortune teller

Ʊbhʊliasi
Ʊ-bhʊ-lias-i
Aug-CL14-steal-NMLZ
Theft 

Ʊmpeli
aug-CL1- Ʊ-m-pel- i
create-NMLZ 
God

















The other suffix used to from nouns is “o”. The suffix goes together with the attached augment at the beginning of the word. Examples below demonstrate;
Table 5:’o’ Suffix Derivation
	Ǧana
Love (V)



pʊnza
Sharpen 


Khu:na
Sweep


Ǧela
try

	Luǧano
Lu-ǧan-o
CL11-love-NMLZ 
Love (N)

Khipʊnzelo
Khi-pʊnz-el-o
CL7-sharpen-APPL-NMLZ 

Ʊnkhuunilo
u-m-khu:n-il-o
aug-CL4 sweep-APPL-NMLZ
Broom
Ngelo
mi-ǧel-o
CL4-try- NMLZ


As in ;   Mwiǧela ingelo itsya jansʊngʊ.
                   You try impossible/dangerous deeds

Another suffix used for forming nouns is “e” this suffix is not as productive as the previous, look at the examples below;
Table 6:’a’ Suffix Derivation
	Sua
die
	Ʊbhuswe
u-bhu-su-eAug-CL14-die NMLZ
death


 
“a” is  also a suffix used for forming nouns  Examples below show the way nouns are formed from the verbs.
Table 7: 'a' Suffix Derivation
	Lima
dig
	Khilimila
Khi-lim-il-a
CL7-dig-APL-NMLZ
Piece of land for farming 



Suffix “u” is minimally used for forming nouns. An example below shows this derivation process;
Table 8:’u’ Suffix Derivation
	Tamwa
Suffer from a disease-
	bhʊtamu
bhʊ-tam-u
CL14-suffer-NMLZ
Disease 



4 Conclusion.
Formation of new nouns in Kinga can be performed with a wide range of derivational processes, these include the transfer of the class prefix which is the noun- to- noun derivation, it is in this type of derivation augmentation and diminution are found. The second process involves addition of the conditional prefix also termed as state prefix, this type of a prefix is used with an adjective to give a noun that names a state, condition or quality, and this is categorized as adjective –to- noun derivation. In a more conversational setting, the adjectives can assume the role of a noun where participants involved in a conversation understand the underlying referred noun, the adjectives on the surface can be attributive, Demonstrative, Possessive, Number or Interrogative.
Verb –to- noun derivation involves attaching a prefix ‘khʊ’, the prefix precedes the stem. Another derivation from verbs is  that which involves attaching suffixes i,o,a, e,and u.
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