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The 2011 presidential election newsreports in the Nigerian daily newspapers were not just to inform the public about the outcomes of the election. The representations were ideological and judgemental. This paper examines some linguistic tools that were used in the ideological presentation of the election and the major social actors (the presidential aspirants).The study is anchored on Critical Discourse Analysis Framework and operationalises Fowler 1991 and van leeuwen 2008 ideas on overlexicalisation and social actor networks to unveil the bias in the Nigerian 2011 Presidential elections. The study observes that the prenominal adjectives, overlexicalisation and social actors’ representations in the data do not only polarize the reportage but also laced it with bias.
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1.0 Introduction
Apart from the general and elementary views of language as a means of communication and passing information, the negotiation and construction of meaning in our world come under the social functions of language. That is why Gee (2001, p.1) in his opinion argues that language is not just about giving and receiving information but to ‘scaffold the performance of social activities’ and ‘to scaffold human affiliation within cultures and social groups and institutions’. These functions are connected because social groups and institutions can shape social activities. 
Among the powerful institutions that can shape social activities are the government and the media. The media is generally believed to possess the power to shape the agenda of political actors, just like political actors can also influence what is to be communicated through the media to the public. This role comes to manifest when the media is able to set the stage for political news, manage their agenda, source and control the information to be communicated to the public (Devaney, 2013). These sourcing and construction of news are both linked to the opinions and ideology of the media organizations or owners. Similarly, as a result of setting the agenda of political issues and activities, the range of perspectives and arguments are streamlined because the attention of the public would now be focused on the set agenda. 
Therefore, the media may have a great impact in political processes such as campaign and elections because it can inform and influence attitudes and perceptions of the electorate. The roles can consequently influence the outcome of elections. The media, as a social institution, is therefore expected to be neutral and objective in its presentation of political processes such as elections. The objectivity should not be limited only to the processes but should also cover the participants that are involved.However, in Nigeria, media is still being perceived as a ready tool to be used by powerful institutions (Ojo&Adebayo, 2013).  In that case, the media representation of events, such as the 2011 presidential election newsreports and other political activities in the country, may not be neutral but imbued with certain underlying ideologies and power play, which, in turn, could impact on the outcomes of political events. The representation may be prominent in form of images in the television and newspapers because images are also capable of carrying different meanings, perceptions, attitudes and ideologies on the part of the consumers. Meanwhile, apart from images, the ideological position of media institutions may be concealed in their language use, hence the need for this paper to consider some linguistic tools in the newsreports. This would unveil the perceived bias and external control of the media by powerful institutions.
2.0 Theoretical framework
Critical study of language was motivated as a result of the underestimation of language as a tool in the production, maintenance and change of social relations of power (Fairclough, 1989). The critical approach therefore, aims at increasing consciousness about how language can contribute to the domination of some group over others. These ideas are absent in mainstream linguistics because it (mainstream linguistics) is an asocial way of studying language therefore, it has nothing to say about relationships between language, power and ideology (Fairclough, 1989). 
For instance in Sociolinguistics, though, there is recognition for the social aspect of language, such as how social variables determine language use, little attention is given to language and power. Fairclough further notes that, from a critical perspective, pragmatics is individualistic because action is thought of as emanating from the individual. Pragmatics does not specify the extent to which action/utterance is constrained by and derives its individual identity from social conventions. These are some of the reasons why Fairclough believes that mainstream linguistics is asocial and the need for a critical study of language. What then is the foundation of CDA?
The foundation of CDA can be traced to Critical Linguists’ idea of language as an integral part of social process(Fowler, Hodge, Kress, Trew, 1979). Critical linguists set up an argument for Critical Linguistics, based on the assumption that ‘there are strong and pervasive connections between linguistic structures and social structures. This possibly led the way for other scholars like Fairclough (1989) and van Dijk (1993) to also view language as a social practice and the need to reveal the dialectical relationship between language and society. Similarly, Strauss and Feiz, (2014) admit same opinion that, CDA is a broad, interdisciplinary methodological approach to language and society which centers on discourse as social practice. That is, discursive practices are social in nature and social practices are inherently built on and around discourse. 
CDA is also a movement which accommodates different approaches within discourse analysis (Fairclough & Wodak, 1997). van Dijk (1993, p.131) states that CDA is ‘not a homogenous model, not a school or a paradigm, but at most a shared perspective on doing linguistic, semiotic or discourse analysis’. CDA as a movement has the following features as highlighted by Faiclough&Wodak (1997, p. 271).
1. Social practices are partly linguistic-discursive: It means that social and cultural reproduction and change take place partly through discursive practices in everyday life. 
2. Discourse is constitutive and constituted: Discourse is seen as a form of social practice which constitutes the social world and it is being constituted as well by other social practices.
3. Language use should be empirically analysed within its social context: CDA should engage in concrete, linguistic textual analysis of language use in social interaction.
4. Discourse functions ideologically: It means that discursive practices contribute to the creation and reproduction of unequal power relations between social groups. It also looks at the role that discursive practices play in furthering the interests of particular social groups.
5. Critical research: It is an approach that is politically committed to social change by uncovering the role of discursive practices in the maintenance of unequal power relations and ultimately geared the efforts towards social change.
The above features of CDA as a movement, presupposes that there are many proponents and practitioners within discourse analysis and other disciplines, such as Psychology and Political Science, who are also engaging in and contributing immensely, through their researches to the development of CDA. 
Some of the main approaches that have greatly influenced the framework of CDA are the approaches from its main proponents. These approaches are Fairclough’s Dialectical-Relational Approach, Wodak’s Discourse-Historical Approach and van Dijk’s Sociocognitive Approach.
2.1 Dialectical-Relational Approach (DRA) to CDA 	
Norman Fairclough is a sociolinguist who has contributed greatly to the theoretical and methodological framework of CDA. He draws insights from Michael Foucault, (on the constitutive nature of discourse and the primacy of intertextuality of discursive practice); Gramsci, (on the concept of hegemony for investigating political and ideological dimensions of discursive practice) and Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics which sees language as being shaped by social functions (Li, 2013). Fairclough names his approach the Critical Language Study in his work on Language and Power (1989) which forms the basis of his critical approach to language study. 
His approach is a textually-oriented and socialised form of discourse analysis which tries to unite three traditions. The traditions are detailed textual analysis, (in syntax, semantics, morphology, phonology and other levels of linguistic study); macro analysis, (of social practice and how social practices are shaped by social structures and power relations which are often opaque to the people) and micro-sociological and interpretative tradition. His first aim of a critical approach to the study of language is to correct the negligence in relation to the significance of language in the creation, maintenance and changing of the social relations of power. This forms the theoretical nucleus of his approach (Fairclough, 1989). In the practical sense of his approach, Fairclough seeks to raise the awareness on how language can influence the dominance of one group over the others.
2.2 Discourse-Historical Approach (DHA) to CDA
[bookmark: _Toc384415505][bookmark: _Toc384461956][bookmark: _Toc384631101][bookmark: _Toc384649510][bookmark: _Toc389238247][bookmark: _Toc428793500][bookmark: _Toc434600239][bookmark: _Toc434607675][bookmark: _Toc434608204][bookmark: _Toc448343991][bookmark: _Toc448764865][bookmark: _Toc448771345]The establishment of Discourse-Historical Approach in the study of CDA is credited to Ruth Wodak and her colleagues, and students in Vienna University. The approach is interdisciplinary and problem oriented. As a sociolinguist, she was influenced by the works of JurgenHabermas, Basil Berstein and Aaron Cicourel in their Critical Theory (Kendall, 2007). Engel and Wodak, as quoted in Strauss and Feiz, (2014) opine that DHA rests on the systematic integration of historical background information and prior related discourse as necessary and essential to the interpretation of specific current texts. What is largely reported as her contribution to Discourse Analysis is the focus on ‘interdisciplinary and implementing interdisciplinarity’. Wodak notes that being critical is making opaque structures of power relations and ideologies manifest. She considers discourse as a complex set of synchronic and coherent linguistic acts that emanate in genre and text. Text is therefore, the production of linguistics acts while context is understood as mainly historical.
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The fundamental issue in Fairclough’s model of CDA is that the notion of context is viewed traditionally (van Dijk, 2006). That is, there is an assumption of a more or less direct relationship between socio-political elements and the structures of discourse. van Dijk remarks however, that socio-political constraints do not directly influence discourse because they share no connection. That is, social or power groups and discourse structures have different natures. He further argues for an interface to accommodate the contextual elements so that social resources and discourse could be connected. The interface that van Dijk alludes to is a cognitively defined notion of context. It was this argument that led to a Sociocognitive approach to CDA.
Sociocognitive Approach to CDA can thus be credited to Teun van Dijk. He opines that CDA should be performed based on a sound theory of context and that if contexts control discourse at all, it is only possible when they are conceived as cognitive structures of some kind (van Dijk, 2006b, Wodak, & Meyer, 2001). A similar opinion is held by Chilton, (2005) (as cited in Li, 2013) that CDA should attend to the cognitive dimension of discourse in social and political contexts. This is because cognition is seen as the lost segment of many Critical Linguistics studies. It means that, for discourse to be produced and comprehended, mental model is crucial. Discourse production and comprehension involve the formation, activation or actualization of a mental model which is long-stored personal experience (Li, 2013). Mental model is therefore a subjective representation of the events that make up the discourse. He offers a triangulated approach which includes discourse, cognition and society. In this paper, Sociocognitive approach is adopted. 
3.0 Methodology

The study examined only the national daily newspapers. It is important to state that there is no statistics, to the best of our knowledge, which states the actual number of registered newspapers in Nigeria and the criteria for being called national dailies. This is because all daily newspapers attribute relevance to themselves by claiming that they are national. Therefore, this study posits that national dailies are the newspapers that discuss national issues and they are widely circulated in the most populated cities in Nigeria and can also be found in the repositories of the national libraries. These newspapers as we found out are the Punch, Tribune, This Day, The Guardian (Southern region), New Nigerian, Daily Trust, Daily Triumph (Northern region).Six news articles were purposively selected from the newspapers. 
4.0 Findings
4.1 Prenominal Adjectives
Prenominal Adjective is used to modify nouns. The modification helps to elucidate or adjust the meanings of nouns that it precedes. This will allow a ‘finer gradations of meaning’ than the meanings which the nouns would have when used alone (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, p. 526). Prenominal adjectives could reflect the writer’s choice of expressions that will echo their ideologies or beliefs. In the data, different prenominal adjectives abound and they are classified into two groups; adjectives that present the outcome of the Presidential election as peaceful, organised and indeed won by President Jonathan, and adjectives that present the exercise as sham, violent and rigged. 
Consider the following prenominal adjectives. 
a) He said last week, there were obvious lapses which the party drew attention to in the elections…
b) In Bauchi state, two persons were killed by irate youths…
c) He said the college is a collation centre in Yalwa area of Bauchi state where youths caught the three who attempted to smuggle fake ballot boxes.
d) Wild jubilation in Gombe state yesterday greeted the announcement of results of the presidential polls…
e) The PDP also took its winning magic to Kwara State where it scored 268,243 [votes]
f) The PDP had a smooth sail too in Benue, the home state of the President of the Senate
g) Significantly, Dr Jonathan had a clean sweep in the Middle Belt of the country…
h) From the already received results from virtually all the 35 states of the Federation, Jonathan maintained a comfortable lead…
The prenominal adjectives in the sentences above could be categorized into two groups: the group that negatively presents the Nigerian 2011 Presidential election newsreports, and the one that presents the election in positive light. The underlined prenominal adjectives in sentences a-c (obvious lapses, irate youths, fake ballot boxes) suggest there are problems with the election. The election was characterized by killing and smuggling of ballot boxes. The adjectives (irate) used in qualifying the youths indicates that the youths were angry about something (the conduct of the election) part of which was the attempt to smuggle in (fake) ballot boxes. 
In sentences d-h, the prenominal adjectives present an atmosphere different from the one in sentences a-c. Wild, smooth, a clean and a comfortable are all adjectives which precede nouns in sentences d-h. Meanwhile, the nouns they precede are the types that relate to the conduct of the election and performance of aspirants. These adjectives have positive interpretations and a peaceful atmosphere which suggests that the exercise was free and fair. 
The prenominal adjectives showthe presence of group polarization in the articles. One group is presented in negative terms while the opposing group emphasizes their own ‘positive-face’ by using positive prenominal adjectives to qualify their actions and the exercise. There are evidences of more positive prenominal adjectives than negative evaluators which portray the exercise and the main actors negatively. Other prenominal adjectives in the articles are: massive turnout, free and fair election, wild jubilation, a carnival-like celebration, a mammoth crowd of voters, an exercise of comfort, democratically elected President, an ethnic minority president,  clean sweep, national interest, winning magic, smooth sail,  a comfortable lead, impressive victories, no victor, no vanquished, (Positive Adjectives). Foul play, crying wolf, electoral irregularities, outright lie, Mob attacks, a bomb blast, the explosion, youth restiveness, election violence, 20 thugs, widespread corruption, a lot of anomalies, main opponents (Negative Adjectives)
The prenominal adjectives also reflect the subjective judgment of the writer with some adjectives that could be classified on the far edge of ‘objective scale’ as presented below. The representation would have been a bit neutral if the prenominal adjectives on the objective side were used. 
Objective									Subjective
		Adjective objective scale in newsreports 

1. Objective									Subjective
Huge 							A carnival-like (celebration)
2. Objective									 Subjective
Large numbers					A mammoth crowd (of voters)
3. Objective									   Subjective
Delightful 						 Wild (jubilation)

The above adjectives ‘wild’ (jubilation); ‘a carnival-like’ (celebration); ‘a mammoth crowd’ (of voters); ‘clean’ (sweep), ‘winning magic’, ‘smooth sail’, ‘a comfortable lead’ are on the subjective axis of the adjective scale. The same nouns could have been qualified with adjectives such as huge, large, delightful, and significant lead which could have possibly toned down the force of the modification. The implication is that the representation achieved with the use of these words may be biased and not objective. The force or tone of those words could have been mild, thereby placing them in between the two continua or on the objective continuum.   	

4.2 Overlexicalisation
Overlexicalisation is ‘the existence of an excess of quasi-synonymous terms for entities and ideas that are a particular preoccupation or problem in the culture’s discourse’ (Fowler, 1991, p.85). The synonymous terms or lexical items are woven into the fabrics of news discourse in order to make the description of persons and events look complete. This is the same concept termed as ‘overwording’ by Fairclough (1992). 
The term could help identify ideological clues when there is high degree of wording or overlexicalisation around words that are synonymous and related to the nucleus of the message intended by the producer of discourse. Fowler (1991) posits that overlexicalisation is a pragmatic strategy of encoding ideology in news discourse. The usually overlexicalised group, he believes, are the powerless people because of the pejorative nature of overlexicalisation. However, overlexicalisation occurs not only on groups but also on ideas and events which may not have any pejorative representation. 
In the analysis that follows, we want to show that overlexicalisation cuts across all groups and events because what drives it is the standpoint or judgement of the writer which may be biased or otherwise. Apparently, what overlexicalisation helps to achieve in the analysis of newsreports is to orient the reader’s perception of an event or participants in a particular way.
It would have been a better idea if a complete article could be extracted for us to mark the lexical items that have been overlexicalised but due to the size of the articles, we will only present the sentences and explain how the words that are synonymous to supporting a particular ideology are connected.
Let us consider the following sentences from the newsreports. 
a) The election is also unique as it has been generally adjudges as the most peaceful, most transparent and well organised polls, coming behind the Option A4 system of 1993.
b) It is also the most keenly contested race, especially between the leading candidates- Jonathan of the Peoples Democratic Party and the Congress for Progressive Change (CPC’s) Gen. MuhammaduBuhari.
c) He said as part of his insistence on transparent process, he had refused to interfere with the operations of the INEC.
d) Describing the conduct of the election as a new dawn in Nigeria,…
e) We shouldn’t use our failure at election to cast aspersion on the integrity of the process. (Excerpt 1, 3 and 5) 
The underlined words are near synonyms to the concept of free and fair election. A free and fair electoral process should have words like ‘transparent, keenly contested among participants, integrity, etc. These words appear in different sentences to suggest a holistic meaning of the text and to provide fairly explicit description of the exercise through repetition of quasi-synonymous terms. The lexical items are part of what should define a free and fair election. 
On the other hand, the following lexical items strike a contrast with a free and fair election. Consider the sentences bellow.
a) The presidential election in which Nigerians decided the fate of President  Goodluck Jonathan…and about sixteen others, was marred by violence, in the form of bomb blast, and mob attacks.
b) Few days after an explosion rocked Mahuta village,… another explosion caused panic and tension in Kabala West,…

c) In Bauchi state , two persons were killed by irate youths for an alleged attempt to snatch a ballot box
d) We had to caution our youths in Bauchi not to take law in to their hands, but the people in the town were angry with the attitudes of the PDP who intimidated people in order to rig the election.(Excerpt 13)
The underlined words are related because they define an exercise bedeviled with chaos. Where there is an explosion and killing could not have been said to be a peaceful environment. Therefore, the underlined words are connected as they portray the election as chaotic and un-free and unfair. The lexical opposition in the sentences above is ideologically significant. Apart from the words occurring individually, they also cluster to echo an idea. The implications or feelings that people would have when the words are used will help in understanding the ideological stance of the presentation. Other words are ‘chased away’, ‘killed’, ‘snatch’, ‘angry’, ‘intimidated’, ‘smuggle’, ‘beaten’, etc. Theyare used in the article to describe the activities during the election. 
4.3 Representation of the social actors 
The representation of social actors is not arbitrary or trivial (Coesemans, 2013). It contributes to the creation of a frame of interpretation. This is important because it helps in the search for patterns of unquestioned meaning and ideological aspects of news discourse. This is because social actors may have ‘inclusion or exclusion’ (van Leeuwen, 2008, p. 29) patterns in any representation depending on the interests and purposes of such representation. When social actors are excluded in newsreports, it may be for strategic reasons or it may be assumed that readers are already familiar with such details or that such details are irrelevant. Meanwhile, ideology is at stake when social actors are excluded based on strategic reasons.
 The representation strategies can be in form of ‘individualization or assimilation’ (van Leeuwen 2008, p. 37). In CDA, ‘individualization and assimilation’ strategies are of paramount importance because our society places much significance on personality and group affiliations. Individualization occurs in news discourse when social actors are referred to as individuals taking cognizance of their personalities in the society. On the contrary, assimilation (collectivization and aggregation) occurs when social actors are represented as groups.
 In this study, we will narrow our social actors’ representation to the major contenders for the presidential position. They are the ones mentioned in all the newsreports; Jonathan, Buhari, Ribadu and Shekarau. 
Consider the following examples on individualization:
a) Jonathan won convincingly
b) Jonathan maintained a comfortable lead
c) Jonathan still clinched the mandatory 25 percent,(Excerpt 1). 
The above examples show Jonathan being referred to as an individual personality. Also he is represented the most, quantitatively, in the headlines. Out of the 12 headlines, Jonathan is mentioned 8 times as shown in Tables 5 and 6. He is represented as a distinct individual while other contestants are marginalized and assimilated as ‘others’ in the headlines. 
Also, the form of assimilation that is present in the data is ‘collectivization’ and it occurs in form of party affiliation. This is presented in the examples below:
d) The PDP led comfortably in…; 
e) The PDP defeated other political parties; 
f) The PDP also took its winning magic to…;
g) PDP had a smooth sail..;
h) PDP also won with a wide margin…; (THE PUNCH, Monday, April 18, 2011).

Other political parties are represented as follows:
i) ACN trailed behind…;
j) CPC suffered defeat…;
k) CPC got…;  ACN had…; (THE PUNCH Monday April17, 2011)
In the newsreports, ‘collectivization’ helps to positively portray the Goodluck Jonathan’s party (PDP). The positive representations can be found in the form of verbs used in examples d-h. For the opposition parties, they are collectivized with verbs that portray them as losers. 
Another strategy for representing social actors in newsreports is referred to as ‘functionalization’ (Van Leeuwen, 2008). Functionalization means the ‘representation of social actors in terms of something they do, an occupation or role in society’ (Coesemans, 2012, p.190). It deals with the ways the main contenders are introduced in the newsreports. Consider the following examples from the data:
l) Early results from some polling centres across the country showed PresidentGoodluck Jonathan and Major-General.MuhammaduBuhari (retd) in a tight race in the presidential election… (SUNDAY PUNCH April 17, 2011).
m) ….PresidentGoodluckEbele Jonathan of the Peoples Democratic Party PDP had won this year presidential election… 
n) His closest rival, GeneralMuhammaduBuhari of Congress for Progressive Change (CPC)… (DAILY TRUST, Monday April 18, 2011)

In the above sentences l-n,Goodluck Jonathan is introduced as the ‘President’ owing to his current political office while MuhammaduBuhari is represented as ‘Major-General’ because of his past position as a former Head of State. This representational strategy may not be neutral because it may remind the people the roles the Military played in Nigerian Democracy in the past with several coups which plunged the country into civil war and ethnic conflicts. Referring to MuhammaduBuhari as ‘General’, could trigger people’s consciousness to his antecedence. (He aborted the Second Republic which was headed by President ShehuShagari) Therefore, for him to be contesting for the same position under a democratic setting might presuppose that he is a dictator, and that can inform a kind of apathy from the press. If compared to what happened in the 1999 and 2003 presidential elections where OlusegunObasanjo, also a General in the army, contested for the post of presidency and won, the scenario differs.  OlusegunObasanjo was fondly called ‘Chief’ during and after the election; perhaps to make Nigerians forget the roles of the military in the June 12, 1993 election which was annulled by the then Military Head of State. 

Finally, ‘functionalization’ may have evaluative connotations which may be ideological and when this happens, it is termed ‘appraisement’ (Leeuwen, 2008). Let us look at the example below:
o) A confident President Goodluck Jonathan… (SUNDAY PUNCH April 17, 2011).
The example above shows a positive representation of Goodluck Jonathan. The example shows that he is being appraised as ‘confident’, an adjective that evaluates him to be a better candidate and possibly the most preferred.
5.0 Conclusion
Studies in media and political discourses have been conducted by many researchers. Aloand Ogungbe (2009) argue that ‘language, in newsreports, is not a mere instrument of communication but it is imbued with power; it is action-oriented; it has the ability to influence or control reader’s thoughts and actions’.Makamani (2010) examines hate language in political discourse in Zimbabwe. He contends that language can be used for manipulative purposes, for image building and forging identities. Idiagbon (2010) also examines the language use in selected Nigerian Presidential election campaign speeches, using the framework of CDA. The study reveals the strategies used in manipulating linguistic facilities in order to win the mandate of the electorates. The strategies include many concepts from CDA, such as topicalisation, mood system, passivisation, presupposition, connotation, tone and style. The study discovers that campaign speeches are reflections of many ideological differences because of party politics, individual interests, emotions and sentiments. In the present study, a particular group is presented positively while others are represented negatively. This was done by polarizing the arguments in the newsreports as evident in the use of the prenominal adjectives and overlexicalisation. The analysis on the social actors’ representation indicates that the representation was biased because the ruling party and President Jonathan were more favourably portrayed in the newsreports than others.
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