A Speech Act Analysis of Arakunrin Odunayo Oluwarotimi Akeredolu’s Post Owo Massacre Speeches
Abstract
The attack on the worshippers of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Owaluwa, Owo, Ondo State, Nigeria on Sunday, June 5, 2022, where at least 40 people were killed, including four children, and another 74 injured, has further revealed the state of insecurity in the Nigerian society. The grisly act, referred to as Owo massacre, has attracted widespread condemnation from various individuals and groups in and outside the shore of Nigeria. This paper explored a Speech Act Analysis of the post Owo massacre speeches of the Governor of Ondo State, Arakunrin Odunayo Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, and the Press Statement released by his Press Secretary as reported online by three newspaper, namely: The Guardian, The Punch and The Daily Post. The study identifies the use of assertive, commissive, verdictive, declarative and expressive acts in the speeches and discovers that Akeredolu deployed these language acts to express his deep state of emotional state of sadness, anger and empathy. The paper concludes that even though spontaneous, emotional speeches are usually identifiable through the linguistic elements deployed for communication. The focus of this study is on the examination of the Owo massacre induced speeches of Akeredolu. It is hoped that further studies would be examined on the Owo massacre from other perspectives.
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