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Report on the article: 
A sociolinguistic Interpretation of Abusive: Anti-language Expressions among the Youths of Ibadan
 Abstract: 
We need only the surname of Halliday plus the year of publication. The motivation for the choice of Halliday’s theory should be stated clearly in the abstract

 The examples given in lines 11 and 12 are not necessary in the abstract.

 Why should Ibadan be included in the list of key words since it is not described fully in the entire work?
 Introduction:

Lines 1-3 in the introduction should be deleted since it includes clichés that are unnecessary for an academic paper. Most of the issues discussed in the first paragraph involve common knowledge for would-be readers and could be left out.
·  The introduction should include scholars in Nigeria, West Africa and other places who have worked on the topic of anti- language expressions.

·  The author should indicate whether s/he is filling a gap in the research and also the contribution of this work.

 Style, Grammatical Expressions and Queries
· Page 2 Paragraph 1 line 1, language is susceptible to explains. should be corrected
· Page 2, Paragraph 2 line 3, change shall to will, the paper will.

· Page 2, Paragraph 1 under the heading The Theory of Anti-language lines 1 and 2, delete the initials MAK, and rather indicate the year of publication against Halliday

· Line 2 Halliday explains we come across, there is something missing

· Page 2, Paragraph 1 under The Theory of Anti-language line 5ff, the author should state the page number for the quotation by Kohn 2008 and also quote exactly what Kohn says using quotation marks
· Page 3, paragraph 1, How do you reconcile the social values with the anti-language expressions

· Page 4, Paragraph 1 line 1, the complementiser “that” should come before the, to get the sentence Halliday (1976) who submits that…..

· Page 5, Paragraph 1, in the excerpts given, do you consider pidgin as anti-language? 

· Page 5, Paragraph 2: Supply page numbers for Halliday (1976), and also expand the discussion on relexicalisation.

· Page 5, Paragraph 3 line 1, Delete the initials M.A.K. 

· Page 5, Paragraph 3. Look up for works on the use of taboo expressions to oppose the status quo in societies. 

(a) Again, who judges what is anti language? 

(b)  Would you label any unconventional use of language as anti-language?

· Page 6, Paragraph 1 lines 5-10, the sentence beginning with “in the context of….” is too long and unclear.
· Page 6, Paragraph 1 line 11, how different is the sociolinguistic approach from Halliday’s approach?

· Page 6, Paragraph 2 line 4, concord, in the contexts in which it is being 
· Page 6, Paragraph 3, Method of Data collection. 
·  How many conversations were totally collected?
·  Was there any ethical clearance?

· On page 7, paragraph 1 Line 1, how do you measure good listening ears.

· On page 7, paragraph 1, what secondary sources were consulted?

· On page 7, paragraph 3, The Section on “Verbal Abuse” should be expanded fully. You need to back your submission here with reliable and renowned sources on the subject matter.

· On page 8, paragraph 1: As an ethnographic approach, you should indicate where and where and the participants for all excerpts in the paper.

· On page 8, paragraph 3, lines 3-9, the sentence is too long and should be broken? In the expressions given, what will be the place of metaphor then? Will the expression for madness be accepted in any language?
· On page 9, paragraph 1, if the overall connotation of the expression is positive and a compliment, then why is it labelled as anti-language?
· On page 9, last paragraph: Check up for the term devituperation or understatement. Something is wrong in the paragraph.
· On page 10, the last paragraph beginning with “In the excerpt”, how do you reconcile your anti-language here with your anti-language & anti-society?
· On page 11, paragraph 1, what is abusive about this as we find it as part of your title.

· On page 11, paragraph 1: you may read Farb’s (1973) book on word play and also Allan, K. and Burridge, K’s (1991) book on Euphemism and Dysphemism and Allan and Burridge (2006). Forbidden Words. Taboo and the Censoring of Language, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
· On page 12, paragraph 1, line 1, check the context the of the

· On page 12, paragraph 1: The author should have commented on the use of oxymoron in the context where good is juxtaposed to “get spoilt to assert something positive”.

· On page 12, Excerpt F and Page 13 Excerpt, G. Give an ethnographic context indicating when and where. The author should look up for the concept of jocular terms (see Agyekum 2010 on Akan Verbal taboos. Accra: Ghana Universities Press Chapter 5)
· On page 13, Excerpt G, how were you able to capture the information?
· On page 13, Excerpt G last paragraph, what literary and pragmatic devices are employed here?

· On page 14, Excerpt H paragraph 1, after the excerpt, Line 3, check “was not interpreted as by the interlocutors.”
· On page 14, Excerpt H paragraph 1 after the excerpt: Is it not a West African concept to equate witches with people who can perform wonderful things? Opoku Afriyie one of the former top strikers of the Asante Kɔtɔkɔ football Club and also of Ghana Black Stars was nicknamed Bayie which in Akan means witchcraft.

· On page 15, Excerpt J. Give an ethnographic context indicating when and where.

· On page 16, the paragraph after Excerpt J, how about the word “ọkọ̀.”
· On page 16, Conclusion: Why do you still consider them as abusive? The conclusion should be expanded to bring about the major function

· References: Some of the references are too old and it is possible new works in this field have emerged and criticised some of your submissions. Some of the items in the references were not cited in the manuscript, e.g. Halliday 1978, Hurtgen, Adedeji O.
General Comments:

· The theoretical framework should be clearly stated to indicate why it was the best option.

·  The literature review should be expanded to cover cognate issues on jocular terms, word play, dysphemisms, verbal taboos, etc.

· The notion of anti-language should be made clearer and well expanded.

·  The references should be expanded to cover some recent publications in the areas as well as cognate areas.

·  The paper as it stands now cannot be accepted for publication.

· It should be drastically revised if it should be resubmitted.

