A Critical Discourse Study of Ideological Projections in 2012 Fuel Subsidy 			Protest videos in Nigeria


				 ˟ ˟ ˟ ˟ ˟
Department of Languages,Samuel Adegboyega University, Ogwa, Edo State  				akpatichibuzor@yahoo.com. Phone Number: 07035146161 Lecturer 11

[bookmark: _GoBack]




	

						2022

ABSTRACT
This paper explores protest ideology in Nigerian 2012 fuel subsidy protest. Protest ideology arises when two contesting groups engage in an open challenge or confrontation in order to protect the interest of group members hence the need to carefully discuss some linguistic tools used by Nigerian fuel subsidy protesters. The study therefore identifies some linguistic features used by protesters. It analyses and discusses these identified features. This was done with a view to showing how linguistic features used by fuel subsidy protesters communicate ideologies. The study employed both primary and secondary sources of data. The primary source included three fuel subsidy video clips. The video clips were watched and protesters’ speeches were transcribed. A total of three protesters’ speeches were selected and subjected to linguistic analysis. The data were analysed using van Dijk’s Ideological Square to CDA. The study discovers that pronominal items, negative words, and linguistic expressions were used to either emphasise or mitigate the interest groups represented in the discourse.
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1.1 Background of the Study
Over the years, the Nigerian society had witnessed different kinds of protests ranging from students protest, Academic Staff Union of Universities to fuel subsidy protest just to mention a few. Some of these protests were targeted at the Nigerian government due to what the protesters perceived as government nonchalant and lackadaisical attitude to the plight of the people. Some protests were carried out by the people as a result of government perceived silence in attending to their welfare needs. In Nigeria today, Nigerians have used protest proactively as a medium to register their grievances and make demands for what belong to them and for correcting social vices. 	Gbilekaa’s (1997, p. 4) also submits that “the enormous wealth as a result of oil boom dichotomised and intensified class struggle in Nigeria as the gap between the economically privileged and the less-privileged is very wide....” This means that most of the protests are as a result of inequalities and class struggle in the country. This is obvious when a weaker group challenges the stronger one based on the uneven distribution of the nation’s wealth among regions and non-payment of workers’ emolument. These groups confront each other along ideological lines.
The issue of protest ideology usually arises when there is an open challenge and confrontation among interest groups or members who belong to a weak group such as workers, women and minorities in the society (Martin, 1994, p.15). The essence of this confrontation is to show supremacy and control over another group. This means that the perceived weaker group fight the perceived stronger group (government) to rescind their decision(s) assumed to be unfavourable to them. This of course is in tandem with the fuel subsidy protest of 2012. This is because the idea of social protest gives an image of a group of persons protesting against the government or constituted authority most especially when the decision taken by the government or the constituted authority is against their wish. Protest can also be seen as an action taken by a large number of people “or collection of groups as the case may be”, formed and organised with the intention of fighting the political, social and economic structures within the society. 
However, this paper focuses on a critical discourse study of fuel subsidy protest that took place in Nigeria in January, 2012. The reason for this research is to critically identify and analyse salient ideological issues in the protest discourse and discuss the identified ideological issues to the socio-political context of Nigeria. In spite of these attempts at discussing the ideological issues in the subsidy protest, there has really been little work done in carrying out a Critical discourse study that involves reviewing the ideologies projected in the speeches of fuel subsidy protesters. This study therefore intends to fill this gap and also create a more in-depth analysis of the ideological issues for further reference and contribution to knowledge.
News Media Discourse
	News media is one of the major sources of information about salient issues confronting societies. The media has a huge influence on people’s ideology, values and political 	attitudes. It also has either negative or positive influence on people through the 	dissemination of information. This implies that the use of different forms of media such as reading a newspaper or viewing television or clips on YouTube could result in quality differences in audience reactions in terms of their political and public affairs cognition 	(Ye Lu & Shen 2016). Most people who are easily influenced by the media are those who are exposed to the media. This is in line with Gunther Kress (1988) and Tsfati & Cappella’s (2005) views that “audience members who trust mainstream media are more likely to hold liberalist political attitudes, whereas those who are sceptical of the mass 	media 	are less avid users of news and have less knowledge about current events”. 
	News media to a large extent can be used not only to provide information about what is happening in the society but to sensitise people and appeal for help. van Dijk (1988) asserts that the concept of news can be ambiguous and it could be used to mean “new 	information”. It can also be well understood as a TV programme, newspapers and other media online platforms such as Facebook, YouTube, and Whatsapp in which something 	new is	presented. This simply means that one could get new information about events, things or persons on the above media platforms. News can also mean a news item or news report, that is, a text or discourse on radio, TV or in the newspaper in which new information is given about recent events (van Dijk, 1988, p. 4). van Dijk’s view on news reports captures both print and electronic media, that is, radio, television and newspaper where news is presented to the public
	The video clips downloaded for this study were sourced from the YouTube. YouTube is one of the largest social media sites and recent products of development in broadcasting and information technology that does not produce media content but relies on users to upload both content and comments since it was launched in 2005. In March 2013, YouTube attracted about one billion followers which represent an increase in the 20 million followers it recorded in 2006. YouTube has its own video page which allows one to upload and download videos for leisure and research purposes. It is now one of the most used sites on the internet by online users. New media users usually make choices about what they watch or listen to that previous generation of users were not privileged to have. 
	Elsaesser (2009) and Lundemo (2009) see YouTube as a digital video archive that potentially has everything worth keeping, most especially recorded videos. Apart from allowing people to watch and share videos online, some other important features of YouTube are the capacity for users to promote videos by sharing them on social media, rating them and engaging in media conversations through comments and social media posts. This means that most YouTube users see and treat it not just as a media player but as a resource or platform for higher participatory involvement with media cultures.  
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
Critical discourse analysis had its root from critical linguistics and theories. According to Rahimi and Riasati (2011), the discipline has attracted many scholars since the 1980s significantly with the works of the British sociolinguist Norman Fairclough.    
Fairclough (1995, p. 135) defines CDA thus:
By critical discourse analysis I mean discourse analysis which aims to systematically explore often opaque relationships of casualty and determination between (a) discursive practices, events and texts, and (b) wider social and cultural structures, relations and processes; to investigate how such practices, events and texts arise out of and are ideologically shaped by relations of power and struggles over power; and to explore how the opacity of these relationships between discourse society is itself a factor securing power and hegemony
The above quote corroborates the view of Jensen (2008, p. 255) that CDA allows for textual analysis beyond the surface level. It pays close attention on discursive and linguistic practices instead of general content: on “occurrence instead of “recurrence”. According to Richardson (2007, p. 15) CDA allows for “interpretations of meanings of texts rather than just quantifying textual features... (and) summarising patterns” or probably “reading off textual meaning from coding frames. That is, CDA is a language tool that is only appropriate in analysing language used in different contexts. Fairclough (2010, p. 8) further expresses that CDA is equally interested with “the consequence of power relations and inequalities in producing social wrongs” with the aim of going beyond the level of interpretation of texts and equally agitating for social change. Brabham (2012, p. 398) also explains it this way that power can be revealed through implied meanings of discourses. Fairclough (1992, p. 92) describes CDA as a social theory of discourse with the aim of bringing together discourses that are linguistically oriented and have political and social issues that are paramount to discourse and language
van Dijk (1998) adds that it is the way social power abuse dominance and inequality are enacted, reproduced and resisted by text and talk in the social and political contexts. It focuses on social problems and political issues; it explains some terms or concepts related to discourse and social structures instead of describing them. More so, it pays close attention to how discourse structures, relations of power and dominance are challenged in the society. This means that CDA helps in studying language use and textual practices that focuses closely on the inter-relationship between language and power. CDA has some significant tenets. Fairclough and Wodak (1997, p. 271) summarise the main tenets of CDA as follows:
1. CDA addresses social problem
2. Power relations are discursive 
3. Discourse constitutes society and culture
4. Discourse does ideological work
5. Discourse is historical 
6. The link between text and society is mediated
7. Discourse analysis is interpretative and explanatory
8. Discourse is a form of social action.
With the tenets mentioned above, it is obvious that CDA does not have a unitary theoretical framework. CDA as a new dimension of discourse analysis developed simultaneously with other critical studies in the social sciences. van Dijk (1998) sees Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) as a field that is concerned with studying and analysing written and spoken texts to reveal the discursive sources of power, dominance, inequality and bias. It examines how these discursive sources are maintained and reproduced within specific social, political and historical contexts. Breeze (2011) opines that Critical Discourse Analysis has now firmly established itself as a field within the humanities and social sciences, to the extent that the abbreviation “CDA” is widely used to denote a recognizable approach to language study manifested across a range of different groups. 
What differentiates CDA from other forms of discourse analysis is its critical nature. By being critical, it means going through the formal discourse features analysis to show connections and causes underlying a discourse. On the emergence of CDA, Wodak and Weiss (2003) state that the emergence of Critical Discourse Analysis has occurred at a time that coincides with the growth of other critical paradigms/theories/disciplines in the social sciences, such as ‘critical psychology’, ‘critical social policy’ and ‘critical anthropology’. They further point out that critical discourse analysis initially had alternative labels such as ‘critical language awareness’, ‘critical language studies’, or ‘critical linguistics’, which came to be used interchangeably with critical discourse analysis. Wodak and Meyer (1996) for example, are of the view that the terms ‘Critical Linguistics’ (CL) and ‘Critical Discourse Analysis’ (CDA) are often used interchangeably but in recent times it seems that the term CDA is preferred and is used to denote the theory formerly identified as CL. 
Wodak and Meyer 2003 also point out that a defining feature of CDA is its concern with power as a central condition in social life, and its efforts to develop a theory of language which incorporates this as a major premise. Not only the notion of struggles for power and control, but also the intertextuality and re-contextualization of competing discourses are closely attended to. These scholars also maintain that CDA takes an interest in the ways in which linguistic forms are used in various expressions and manipulations of power. Power is signalled not only by grammatical forms within a text, but also by a person's control of a social occasion by means of the genre of a text. It is often exactly within the genres associated with given social occasions that power is exercised or challenged. Power in this sense is mainly used to compel people or oppress them in order to carry out the wish of the oppressor. 
From the discussion so far, it is quite apparent that CDA is principally concerned with “effect of power relations and inequalities in producing social wrongs” (Fairclough, 2010, p. 8). It is also concerned with ideologies in texts and conversations. This is with the major aim of advocating for social change in the society instead of mere interpreting a text. CDA is of course highly involved in explaining social human interaction and structures instead of being descriptive. From the perspective of history, CDA has always been preoccupied with the understanding and analysis of written texts without extending to visual modes which is one of the major weaknesses of CDA hence the need for multimodal critical discourse analysis which this present study sets out to do with the aim of analysing both written texts and visual modes. 
In critical discourse analysis, language is central to the processes. Fairclough and Wodak (1997) see language as ‘social practice’ and the ‘context of language use’ as crucial. It means that the socio-cultural environment in which a text is produced and consumed form aspects of CDA.
CDA sees language use in speech and writing – as a form of ‘social practice’. Describing discourse as social practice implies a dialectical relationship between a particular discursive event and the situation(s), institution(s) and social structure(s), which frame it. That is, discourse is socially constitutive as well as socially conditioned – it constitutes situations, objects of knowledge, and the social identities of and relationships between people and groups of people. It is constitutive both in the sense that it helps to sustain and reproduce the social status quo, and in the sense that it contributes to transforming it. Since discourse is so socially consequential, it gives rise to important issues of power. Discursive practices may have major ideological effects – that is, they can help produce and reproduce unequal power relations between (for instance) social classes, women and men, and ethnic/cultural majorities and minorities through the ways in which they represent things and position people (Fairclough & Wodak, 1997).
Ideology
Ideology is a shared or basic system of beliefs. It is a form of social representations of these beliefs shared by a particular group of people (van Dijk, 2003, p. 15). Van Dijk (2003) further explains that ideology as social representations gives room for social opinions to be inferred and acquired. This form of inferring and acquiring of ideologies can be through imitation of a given group members.
Macdonald (2003, p. 28) defines ideology as “a systematic framework of social understanding, motivated by a will to power, or a desire to be accepted as the “right” way of thinking, which has wide support within a particular society, or substantial social group”. This definition by Macdonald is in consonance with van Dijk’s definition of dominant ideologies which is usually exercised through power. Olaosun and Ayoola (2012) define ideologies as “the fundamental beliefs, values and perceptions upon which the actions and opinions of individuals and groups are based. They further explained that ideology gives room for diverse opinions, struggle, and conflict which form the ground for social representations of shared beliefs by a group and equally functions as a framework that explains the overall beliefs of that group.  
 Ideology is a collection of beliefs held by an individual, group or society. It can be described as a set of conscious and unconscious ideas which make up one's beliefs, goals, expectations, and motivations. An ideology is a comprehensive normative vision that is followed by people, governments, or other groups that is considered the correct way by the majority of the population, as argued in several philosophical tendencies. It can also be a set of ideas proposed by the dominant class of society such as the elite to all members of society as suggested in some Marxist and critical-theory accounts. 
Van Dijk’s Ideological Square
Ideological Square is a framework proposed by van Dijk (2004) which represents people’s basic systems of beliefs shared by them. This framework helps in presenting the positive image of ourselves and negative image of others thereby resulting in manipulating people (van Dijk 2004). It has the following tenets as outlined by van Dijk (2004):
			Emphasise our good properties/actions
			Emphasise their bad properties/actions
			Mitigate our bad properties/actions
			Mitigate their good properties/actions
Relevant Earlier Studies on Ideological Square
Matu and Lubbe (2007) studied conflicting ideological positions in election reporting of newspapers editorials of political parties in 1997 Kenya general elections. The study adopted two approaches which are the ideological square from Critical Discourse Analysis and transitivity which is one of the metafunctions of language in Systemic Functional Grammar. It also showed how the two approaches helped in making overt the mediation processes and practices used in constructing and evaluating participants in an election thereby depicting their ideological camps.
Maschinez (2018) examined different tactics used ideologically in representing the U.S presidential candidates, Hilary Clinton and Donald Trump in the editorial sections of three English language online newspapers in Russia. The study identified some prominent tactics or strategies used by media outlets as devices in representing the U.S presidential candidates. Some of the tactics include visual signs, ideologically loaded words and lexicalisation, rhetorical figures, hyperboles, implicitness, evidentiality, spreading of misinformation, victimisation, polarisation, disclaimers and comparisons. 
Muhammad and Salma (2019) examined Islam and muslims representations in two leading editorials of the Australian newspapers: The Age and The Australian between January 1st, 2016 to March 31st, 2017. The study adopted van Dijk’s ideological square and lexicalisation approaches. Findings showed that the two newspapers portrayed Islam and Muslims differently. The themes in the editorial contents of the Age showed Islam and Muslims as victimisation, understanding, multiculturalism, solidarity, cohesion and harmony while the editorial contents of The Australian showed Islam and Muslims as securisation, othering, violence, categorisation and stereotyping.
On the other hand, there are some linguistic studies on newspapers editorials. Taiwo (2007) examined vocabulary and rhetorical devices used to identify ideologies in six Nigerian newspapers. The study revealed the headlines have hidden ideological meanings. It concluded that headlines are used strategically to induce emotion, to initiate and sustain discourse as well as shape the perspectives of the readers on national issues.
Olagunju and Ajadi (2014) investigated the language used in news reporting and editorials on Federal Government-Boko Haram Face-off. Through the application of van Dijk’s socio-cognitive approach to CDA, the study discovered that words, phrases and clauses were mainly used to represent the ideology of insecurity and how they contribute to or solve the problem.  




Linguistic Studies on Fuel Subsidy Protests
Agbedo (2012) examined fuel subsidy crisis placards as a language of civil protest in Nigeria. This was considered from a systemic functional analysis perspective and relied solely on the notion of stratification from Systemic Functional Grammar and focused mainly on context. Some of the placards analysed depict corruption, excessively high cost of governance, and crash in public expectations. The study accounted for the use of placards by protesters without paying close attention to other semiotic resources such as colour, animal imageries, effigies and banners used by the protesters
Igwebuike, Abioye and Chimuanya (2014) examined occupy Nigeria group online posts on the fuel subsidy removal in Nigeria. The study undertook a pragma-semiotic analysis of “occupy Nigeria Group Online posts on the 2012 fuel subsidy protest in Nigeria. Both the verbal and visual modes used in representing people and actions were examined. In explaining both verbal and visual modes, Mey’s pragmatic act and semiotic theory were deployed. The 	study discovers that different visuals and pragmatic strategies such as prayer, negative labelling, humour, mockery, abuse, passionate and fierce appeal were used by the protesters. The study concluded that an awareness of verbal-visual posts is crucial in understanding and interpreting the socio-political realities of the form of news by online consumers.
Also, Akinwotu (2014) studied the discourse strategies in the media interviews of 	participants or actors in the fuel subsidy removal crisis in Nigeria, January, 2012. The study drew extensively on the framework of critical discourse analysis in explaining the different strategies used by fuel subsidy protest participants in Nigeria. Ten media interviews of government representatives and protesters were selected. The study revealed that government representatives made use of opinionation and defensive rhetorics while 	that of the protesters were mainly condemnation and combat. The study further reveals that both actors (government) and (protesters) made use of different manipulative strategies of solidarity and framing. The study in its conclusion also reveals that the government representatives also made use of blackmail while the protesters use threat in sending their message(s) to the government.
Chiluwa (2015) examines “occupy Nigeria 2012”. The study adopted critical discourse analysis and sociolinguistic methods. The data were selected from Facebook posts on fuel 	subsidy removal protests. The study, in its findings, discovered that different linguistic strategies such as code-switching, Standard Nigerian English and local pidgin were used to express solidarity and social interaction. 
Egbunike (2015) investigated framing the occupy Nigeria protests in newspapers and social media platforms such as Facebook, Blog post and Twitter. The study adopted framing theory and focused on three action frame building which are motivation diagnosis and prognosis. Findings of this study show that motivation diagnosis, prognosis and narration of the protest were better framed and presented by newspapers than other social media platforms. However, the study could not account for the linguistic choices used in the discourse. The study of linguistic choices in the discourse would have 	helped to show the use of formal and well-constructed expressions in newspapers than social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, blogs etc.


Methodology
The data were sourced primarily from the Internet. The data comprises video clips of Nigerian fuel subsidy protest sourced from www.YouTube.com. The choice of YouTube is based on the fact that the site allows one to watch and download different kinds of videos and it is one of the widely used sites worldwide. The protest specifically took place on the 2nd January, 2012. A total of three fuel subsidy videos were selected. The duration of each video clip ranges from 10 to 15 minutes. The videos were watched and the protesters’ speeches were transcribed. In transcribing the speeches, the researcher carefully listened to the protesters’ conversations/speeches with an ear piece several times so as to ensure accuracy of the transcription. A total of three protesters speeches were transcribed and subjected to linguistic analysis. The data were analysed using van Dijk’s Ideological Square.
Data Presentation of Pronominal Items
Some of the pronominal items that show ideological square in the videos are 
			1 “we” 
			2 “they”, 

Data Analysis of Pronominal Items
“we” is first person plural while “they” is third person plural. Both are pronominal items used ideologically in the discourse under consideration. “We” represents the protesting groups who are on the street expressing their displeasure through protests on certain government decisions. The groups are also seen on the videos resisting the Nigerian government policies, for instance, “we say no to subsidy removal”. The group also represent themselves as harmless and law abiding protesters, for instance, “we don’t have bottles neither guns”, “we are here to use our mouth and presence to register our displeasure in the way we are being governed”. “They” represents the Nigerian government on the other hand, as oppressors, and as group of persons with military, economic and political powers. 
Data Presentation of Words that Emphasise Government’s Bad Actions
		3. Barbaric policies
		4. Anti-human policies
		 5    Boko-Haram,
		  6   Kidnapping
Data Analysis of Words that Emphasise Government’s Bad Actions
The word “barbaric” in example 3 above is an adjective used by the protesters to describe the Nigerian government policy as outdated, unfriendly, unrealistic, cruel, harsh and uncivilised aimed at bringing more untold hardship to them. “Anti-human” as used in example 4 further shows government policies over the years as policies that are not favourable to the people. “Anti” is a prefix and it means “against”.. These two words show the cruel nature of the Nigerian government towards the people as alleged by the Nigerian fuel subsidy protesters. “Boko-Haram” in example 5 is a compound word. The protesters again accuse the Nigerian government of neglecting Boko-Haram insurgency which has claimed several lives in the North Eastern part of Nigeria. The insurgent group known as Boko-Haram has become a nightmare to the Nigerian people most especially those in the North East. The protesters alleged that policies that could bring back an end to the mass killings by the Boko-Haram have not been initiated by the government hence the present state of insecurity the state is witnessing. In addition, the protesters also decry the high spate of kidnapping in the country as evident in example 6. 
Data Presentation of Expressions that Emphasise Protesters Good Actions
Examples:
7. We don’t have broken bottles neither gun
8. We are here to use our mouth and presence to register our displeasure in the way we are being governed
Data Analysis of Expressions that Emphasise Protesters Good Actions
Examples 7 and 8 show the fuel subsidy protesters as harmless citizens and their protest as nonviolent. This is obvious from the use of “we don’t have broken bottles neither gun”. Also, example 8 further projects them and their protest as being peaceful without the intention of wreaking havoc to the Nigeria’s economy as a result of their protest but to register their grievances through a peaceful demonstration
Data Presentation of Expressions that Emphasise Government Bad Actions
9. You don’t fight a man that has nothing to defend himself
10. They (govt) are not willing to sacrifice anything for this nation
11. They have got 25% of their basic salaries; their allowances are more than 1 million percent of what they have gotten
Data Analysis of Expressions that Emphasise Government Bad Actions
Example 9 “you don’t fight a man that has nothing to defend himself” is a declarative clause. The pronoun “you” refers to the government. The statement emphasises government use of force against the harmless fuel subsidy protesters through the deployment of police force in clamping them down. The statement further indicts the Nigerian as being insensitive to the plight of the people. Examples 10 and 11 “they (government) are not willing to sacrifice anything for this nation” and “they have got 25% of their basic salaries; their allowances are more than 1 million percent of what they have gotten” are also declarative clauses. The clauses expose the selfish nature of the government whose intention is to amass wealth to the detriment of the Nigerian people.
Data Presentation of Expressions that Mitigate Government Good Actions
12. What are they giving us here in Nigeria?
13. Are they giving you people anything?
14. If they remove subsidy, they will share the money
15. Over 400 billion will go to Jonathan government
16. Over 400 billion will go to the state government
17. Over 200 billion will go to the local government		
Data Analysis of Expressions that Mitigate Government Good Actions
Example 12 is a WH question which was asked by one of the protesters while the 	second question in example 13 is a polar question that demands a YES or NO answer. The questions show how the government have neglected the Nigerian people by not fulfilling their campaign promises.		 
Example 14 is a complex sentence with “if they remove fuel subsidy” as the subordinate 	clause while “they will share the money as the independent clause”. The sentence exposes the rotten state of Nigeria. “share the money” here connotes wasteful spending of 	the nation’s resources by few Nigerian elites. The statement further exposes the Nigerian 	government as being corrupt and unreliable. Examples 15, 16 and 17 show the level of corruption across the tiers of government (Federal, State and Local Governments).
Conclusion and Recommendation
The paper revealed that ideology is a crucial concept to the analysis of social protests in Nigeria. It focused on the analysis of Nigeria fuel subsidy protest videos of January, 2012. In analysing these protest videos, the study relied on van Dijk’s Ideological Square. The linguistic analyses of these protest videos show ideological differences between the protesters on one hand and the Nigerian government on the other hand. Pronominal items, negative words and linguistic expressions were used by the protesters to emphasise their good actions and mitigate the good part of the Nigerian government. The linguistic features were also used to a great extent in emphasising the bad actions of the government to the public.
The study therefore recommends that the Nigerian government should always pay attention to the welfare of the people in order to avoid future protests that may result to violence. People’s oriented policies should be implemented to better the lives of the less privileged in the society.
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