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ABSTRACT
	A national anthem is an official song that portrays identities, ideologies, and histories of an independent state. Extant studies on the essence of national anthems as a means of evoking national consciousness have examined the phenomenon from pragmatic, historical, and philosophical perspectives. However, scant attention has been paid to the discursive constructions of popular culture consciousness foregrounded in the national anthems of African states which are deployed in sustaining peace and tranquility. Discursive constructions of popular culture consciousness foregrounded in the national anthems of African states were investigated to determine regional similarities and differences in the discursive strategies. M.A.K. Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics and Ruth Wodak’s Discourse-Historical Approach to Critical Discourse Analysis were adopted as framework. Interpretative design was used. Data were purposively selected from ideology-laden anthems, three from each of the five African sub-regions: Central (Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Gabon); East (Kenya, Rwanda, and Uganda); North (Egypt, Sudan, and Tunisia); Southern (Namibia, Malawi, and Zimbabwe); and West (Ghana, Nigeria, and Gambia). Data were subjected to critical discourse analysis. The paper discovers that African nations seek for solidarity through the construction and representation of nation as a supra family. In this family, every national is committed to the commons destiny of the nation. Supra family is lexicalized through kinship terms and lexical metaphors. Equally, national consciousness is explicated through lexical choices of arise, rise awake and rise up.  This helps to solicit nationalism and patriotism among citizens of a nation. The study concludes that linguistic representation of popular culture consciousness helps to create sustainable democratic developments.
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