SECTIONAL ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC AND EUPHEMISTIC DEVIATIONS AMONG THE AKANS


Abstract

The abstract is fairly written. However, the author should be mindful of the use certain expressions like local. The author should rather use indigenous due to the negative connotations associated to the use of the term local in Ghana. You have stated here that you are using Dell Hymes’ Speaking Model to discuss the effectives of the usage of the euphemistic expressions but you never discussed the model in your theoretical review. This is not the best practice. Refer to Agyekum (2010) ‘on Akan verbal taboos’, Owu-Ewie et al. (2023), Saville-Troike (2003), etc. on the SPEAKING model. Know that SPEAKING is an acronym devised by Hymes. So, what does each letter stand for? What are the basic tenets of this model?, why did you even adopt it?, etc. show this in your theoretical consideration and the in the discussion. 	Comment by Author: But you are quite strange oo, how can you discuss euphemism in Akan without mentioning or referencing Agyekum (2010)? 

General Comments
1. Methodology
The author should move this section- after the theoretical consideration. Starting the article from the data collection strategy do not make the work well sectioned/structured. Your readers should have a fair view of what your study is about before the methods. The author talks about “Hundred percent recovery was recorded”. How was the recording done? How is this possible? Through what data elicitation strategies? Which instruments were used? How many respondents were used?, what are their age range?, social/educational status?, what glossing conventions were used? Hence, the author should work on the methodology and properly structure the work by referring to the author’s notes/guidelines before re-submitting to this journal.  




2. Introduction and Theoretical Framework

Why have you combined the two? You should have separate sections for the Introduction and Theoretical Framework for each section so that the two can stand out. Combining the two have affected your discussion in the theoretical framework. 
See my earlier comments in the abstract section above.

3. Development (Discussion)
Development of what? Your title should capture something on what you are discussing. (You can consider analysis/discussion of the…) My major concern in this section is your refusal to reference any literature on euphemisms in Akan. In your discussion on Euphemism in Akan, you refused to mention even one author from the Akan literature on euphemism. But what you are discussing in this section, some aspects have been clearly examined in Agyekum (2010: 132, 136); in fact, when you check his chapter 6; you will find euphemism as taboo avoidance strategy in his discussion. Why have you not referenced his work in your entire article? Do not assume that you are the first person to work on euphemism in Akan! Do, get that material and any other necessary material and make the necessary reference. 
Also, provide the background of each of the dialogues. This will aid in understanding the context. I have added the rest of the needed materials in the reference section- do the necessary corrections. 

4. Bibliography
Your references are not done properly. You must do so before resubmitting. 
Some of the in-text materials are not cited in the bibliography e.g., Reik (1954), Weatherall (2002), Herring (1993), etc. 
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