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Comments and suggestions to improve the paper 

The author could consider restructuring the paper by adopting the format below: 

 The notion of focus and types 
 Focus marking strategies 
 In-situ focus in Sisali (subject, object and adjuncts) 
 Ex-situ (NS) focus in Sisali (object and adjuncts) 

 

It is better to use wh-questions and answers to determine the focused constituents.  (Hartmann 
& Zimmermann, 2007, 2008; Rooth, 1985). 

Use the same question-answer pair to test subject focus, e.g.  Who bought a car? What broke 
the pot? When did he arrive? And find out the answers and discuss the answers and find out if 
all the particles still mark focus 

In the data examples (9a) and (9b), I see that the Nominative and accusative pronouns in 
Sisali are symmetrical. Is there any justification for you to suggest that ŋ in this sentence is 
‘me’ and not ‘I’ looking at the syntax?  

Also, it is crucial to explain how the emphatic pronoun  Baa in (6b) differs from the emphatic 
pronoun banɛ? Why is this one different from the 6a? What motivates the phonological 
change? 

It will be helpful if the author marks focus in the glosses by either bolding the focused 
elements or writing them in Caps 
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