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						Abstract	
Ideology loaded language may be used as instrument of control and for the production of hate speech which may be linked to the intensity of sectarian violence in contemporary Nigeria. This paper, therefore, evaluates the strategies for hate speech production in Christian sermons using Mey’s (1993) proposal on pragmatic acts, a modification of Austin (1962) speech act theory. Data, with two sermons from two well-known clerics, Bishop David Oyedepo and Apostle Johnson Suleiman, of Living Faith Church and Omega Fire Ministries, respectively, and obtained from YouTube, revealed that hate speech and invitation to violence were enacted through varying pragmatic strategies, notably innuendos and name-calling. Members were in like manner set-up and co-opted into hate agenda. Innuendos, name-calling, and the desire that the audience join the fray were surreptitiously encoded through the instrumentation of pragmatic acts of naming, protesting, indicting, and inviting. While naming, protesting, and indicting were used in referencing/profiling the target for hate, the pragmatic act of inviting empathises and attends to the face needs of the audience. Furthermore, innuendos were linguistically realised as pronouns with their antecedents recoverable from the context, while name-calling takes the form of adjectives that function as nouns. With the instrumentation of pragmatic acts, therefore, Christian sermons underscore preachers’ ideologies, Nigeria’s social-political undercurrents, and the persuasive goal of religious communication.
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