MORPHOLOGAL ANALYSIS OF SOME ASANTE HABITATION NAMES

[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract
This paper is concerned with the morphological analysis of Asante Habitation Names. The paper examines the morphological form and some morphological processes in Asante Habitation Names. It is identified that, most of the Asante Habitation Names were initially realized as sentences or phrases which have been partially or fully lexicalized. In view of this, morphological analysis become very necessary in the study of these habitation names to help in identifying the lexical composition of these names and the process of their formation and this is what the current study seeks to achieve. The study is a qualitative research design specifically an ethnographic study. The data used for the study were obtained from the primary source and the secondary source. About 540 habitation names were collated, and samples were analysed and coded under their right morphological divisions whiles the morphological processes involved are discussed.  It is revealed in the study that, the Asante habitation names may be realised as a single root word, an affixed form or multiple roots. Morphological processes like affixation (prefixation and suffixation), compounding (solid, open, and hyphenated compounds), abbreviation and reduplication were realized as the core ways of deriving the habitation names.  Findings in this paper will contribute widely to Akan literature especially morphological studies and toponomastics.
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1.0	Introduction
One of the most important and crucial part of human existence is name. A name denotes a word or group of words used to identify the creatures of God and man made things. Names are nounal words or phrases which indicate a particular person, place, class or thing (Shopen & Schacter, 2007; Agyekum, 2010; Akrofi, 2011). Names help us to make distinctions among creatures or properties. Classification of items and identifications are mostly based on names. It can be used to distinct one person from the other, one place from the other etc. Under the divine source theory of language acquisition, the process of naming traces its root from the bible in the Garden of Eden where Adam was giving the prerogative to name the creatures of God to identify them and set them apart from others. For human beings to coexist without mayhem, there is the necessity to provide names for the things around for better identification and description. The names were not to be provided only to the vegetation and animals but places as well. A place denotes a location or a region of land and names are given to them for identification and classification.
The study of place names is termed as toponym and according to Owu-Ewie (2014), toponymic research contributes greatly to the understanding of the history of a people. It reveals people’s identity, history, social and political relations.  
The concept has been studied cross-linguistic and has been done across cultures and languages such as in Norwegian by Flom (1924), in Ugandan by Roden (1974), in Swaziland by Zwinoiara (1984), in Australia by Tent, and Blair (2011), in Akan by Obeng (2000) and Owu-Ewie (2014) in Fante, etc. This is to the fact that, there are a lot of processes involved in the derivation of place names which also help in understanding their meaning.
As Batoma (2006) posited, names are given in particular language whose morphology, syntax and semantics inform their meaning to a great extent. This means that, besides the mere selection of place names, there are a lot of processes involved in its derivation which should receive a thorough study especially in the field of morphology. Amidst the above, the Asante town names have not received much considerable study especially in the domain of morphology. Studies which seems to discuss this phenomenon in relation to our scope are Obeng (2000) and Owu-Ewie (2014). As Obeng (2000) discusses vowel harmony and tone in Akan toponyms, Owu-Ewie (2014) brought the morphosyntactic analysis of some Fante habitation names to light. In all these, it has been carefully identified that, there are a lot of morphological processes which occur in the derivation of these toponyms in Asante (a sub dialect of Akan) which have not yet received any thorough analysis which need to be researched and that is what this study seeks to achieve.
The current study looks into the morphological structure of some of the Asante Habitation names and discusses the morphological processes that are involved in the formation of these names. It is revealed that, though most of the Asante habitation names have been Anglicised and very difficult to identify the actual Akan word(s), a careful study and identification of the etymology of these words aid in the identification of the morphological structure. It is revealed in the study that, some of them are represented morphologically as one root (Mprim), an affixed forms (A-hwere-wa) compounds (ahene + kuro –Ahenkro) etc. Morphological processes like affixation (prefixation and suffixation), compounding (solid, open and hyphenated compounds) and abbreviation were realized as the core ways of deriving the habitation names. It is claimed in the paper that, to obtain a well-formed output, phonological processes like syllable truncation, segment deletion, assimilation and vowel harmony are seen as the wheel but for proximity sake, the current study do not focus on these.
The subsequent sections in this study are organised as follow: section 2 discusses the methodology and section 3 gives the background of the Asantes and a brief geographical description of the region. Section 4 introduces a little discussion on toponymy and morphology. The discussions and data presentation are in section 5 and section 6 is the conclusion.
2.0	Methodology
The study provides a descriptive analysis of some morphological processes involved in the derivation of Asante Habitation names. The qualitative research design (ethnographic) is employed in the study. The data for the study was collected from both the primary and the secondary source. On the primary source, natives of some of the towns and villages whose town names were used for the study were interviewed. The interviews were used as a mode of soliciting for the actual lexical components of the habitation names and the outcome was very helpful in the morphological analysis. Also, some taxi ranks were visited where some of the habitation names were collated. On the secondary source, published articles, books, journals, and some internet links which were related to the topic were used. About 540 habitation names among the Asantes were collated and samples were analysed using categorization and coding. The habitation names were analysed and coded under their right morphological divisions whiles the morphological processes involved are discussed.  

3.0	Overview of Asante Twi
Asante is one of the various dialects that are mutually intelligible and collectively called Akan[footnoteRef:1]. Some of the sister dialects to Asante referenced as Akan are; Akuapem, Akwamu, Fante, Akyem, Agona, Assin, Denkyira, Twifo, Wassaw, Kwawu etc. Among these many dialects, the three major dialects which have received literary status are Akuapem, Asante, and Fante and these three dialects are studied in Ghanaian schools from primary to the university. The first two major dialects, Akuapem and Asante, together constitute the Twi group. The Akan Language is a member of the Kwa (Tano Central) subgroup of the Niger-Congo language family, spoken mainly in Ghana and some parts of Côte d`Ivoire, both in West Africa. The natives of the Akan language are called Akans (Dolphyne 2006, Agyekum 2006, Adomako 2017). It is postulated that, with inclusion of non-L1 speakers, more than 50% of Ghana’s population[footnoteRef:2] either speak or understand the Akan Language. [1: According to Abakah (2016), the term Akan is used in literature with both linguistic and ethnographic senses which, to some extent, creates bewilderment in the works of anthropologists and sociologists who, respectively, carry out anthropological and sociological studies of the Akan people, and linguists who conduct linguistic research into the Akan languages. In this study, the term is used in linguistic sense. Where it has additional connotation, it would be emphasized.]  [2:  Per the 2010 Population and Housing Census, Ghana’s population is estimated to about 24.6 million. Basing on the estimated figure, the number of Akan speakers in Ghana can be assumed to more than 12.3 million.] 

Among the dialect of Akan, the Asante Twi is the most widely used and almost in all the regions in Ghana. The wide coverage of the Asante may also be attributed to the fact that other dialects like the Assin, Denkyira, Twifo, Wassaw also use the Asante forms (Osei, 2012, Abakah 2016). In terms of dialect coverage, the data for the study is from the Asante (As.) form. In the geographical sense, habitation names used in the study was delimited to the Ashanti region. This was because geographically, the native Asantes occupies the Ashanti region of Ghana. The region is situated between four other regions; Eastern on the right, Bono Ahafo on the North, Western on the left and Central region at the south. Since the dialects are mutually intelligible, names used in the data may reflect another form in the other regions. In such cases, attention must be limited to the Ashanti Region because that is where the study was conducted. 

4.0	Theoretical Framework

Agyekum (2006) postulates that, the topic of names is a multidisciplinary field that has occupied the attention of philosophers of language, anthropologists, linguists and ordinary people. The part of studies which deals with place names (toponymy) is under onomastics which is the study of the history and origin of proper names, especially personal names. It is under this larger framework of onomastic that the sudy is situated. According to Flom (1924), place names (toponym) can be classified under three broad categories; habitation names, culture names and nature names. The culture-names include; fields, parts of tilled areas, grazing lands, roads, bridges, landing-places, fishing-places, dams, burial-places, play-grounds etc. The nature names consist of topographical names, hills, mountains, rivers, brooks, lakes and others, the habitation names which is the focus of this study denote names of habited places which include villages, farmstead, hamlets, dwellings, township, cities, parishes regional names and the likes. 
	Among these names, Tent & Blair (2011) postulate that, place names are very crucial to linguist in various field because they are fixed and hardly go through any metamorphosis. In view of this, linguists in the field of semantics, socio-linguistics, morphology, phonology, syntax and pragmatics have shown a key interest in the study of place names. These studies have revealed that, place names are not derived haphazardly. But in the realm of Asante habitation names, there has not been much considerable studies especially in the realm of morphology as far as the available literatures are concerned and this study seeks to bridge the gap. It is also identified that, the contact of the Asante language with foreign cultures and religion, as well as the adoption of foreign political systems have influenced the writing and the pronunciation. Most of indigenous Asante names have been anglicised and adulterated. Names like Jamasi (oʥama+asɪ), Afrancho (afram + ɛʨɥɪnɪ) are examples to this claim. Considering these, it becomes bear that there are a lot of processes involved in its derivation which should receive a thorough study especially in the field of morphology to help us in the identification of the form of the words and the morphemes that feature in their formation.
Morphological analysis may take various forms which include making a distributional study of the morphemes and morphemic variants occurring in words as in item-and arrangement models of description (Crystal, 2008). Considering the Akan word structure, Dolphyne (2006) opines that, the structure of words in Akan, is stated in terms of the stem(s)/ roots(s) and affixes that make up the words. This means that, a word in Akan may be a single stem or a combination of two or more free forms (compound word). On the other hand, a word may comprise of a stem and an affix which may serve an inflectional or derivational purpose. This study reveals that, the Asante habitation names may be a phrase or even a clause[footnoteRef:3] that has been partially or fully lexicalized. Other morphological processes that are realized in the formation of the habitation names include affixation, abbreviation. [3:  Most of the habitation names with this features mostly have historical underpinnings which historically were featured as a clause or a phrase but through morphological process have now assume a word state. ] 



5.0	 Morphological structure of the Asante Habitation Names

In this sub-section, we will look at the morphological structure of the Asante Habitation Names. It is evidenced through the available data that, the structure of the Asante Habitation Names morphologically, may be a single stem word, an affixed form, reduplicated form or a compound.

5.1	 Single Stem Habitation Names

The stem of a word refers to the root or main part of the word, to which inflections or formative elements are added. The stem according to crystal (2008) may consist solely of a single root morpheme or two root morphemes. The available data reveals that, some of the Asante Habitation Names are single stems which are free morphemes used in referenced to these habitations. It is evidenced in the analysis that, these single stem nouns are indivisible and trying to do so will destroy the meaning of these names. Samples of single stem habitation names in Asante are represented in Table 1 below:

Table 1 - Single stem Habitation Names
Habitation Name			                  s
i. Atimatim				*atim-atim
ii. Fufuo				*Fufu-o
iii. Nkaweɛ				*Nka-we-ɛ
iv. Ɔfe					*ɔ-fe
v. Mprim				* m-prim/ *mpri-mu
vi. Apaa				*apa-a/ *a-paa
vii. Daako				*Daako
viii. Nintin				*nin-tin

The habitation names as seen in table 1 are single root nouns which by trying to break them into other morphemes without destroying the meaning will result in ill-formedness as seen at the extreme right end of the table. Owu-Ewie (2014) identified among Fante habitation names that, names of these sorts are arbitrary. The system here is somewhat different in the Asante Habitation names. It is identified that, most of the names are not arbitrary used to identify the communities that bear them. Some of them were purposefully selected due to the geographical location[footnoteRef:4] of the community or as an honour or reference to the first settler in the community. [4:  Examples (i-iii) were purposely selected as reference to the river these communities are situated close with. In that, they bear the names of these rivers. Example (iv) reflect a mineral that was mined in that area.  ] 


5.2 Inflected Habitation Names

When you divide up a complex word into its morphemes, it’s easy to get the impression that words are put together like the beads that make up a necklace – one after the other in a line. But morphologists believe that words are more like onions than like necklaces: onions are made up of layers from innermost to outermost (Lieber, 2009). This idea is epitomized in the Asante Habitation names. Some of the names are inflected forms made up of a stem(s) and affixes. Whiles the stem carries the heart of the meaning of the word, the affixes are added for inflectional or derivational purposes. Inﬂectional afﬁxes signal grammatical relationships, such as plural, past tense and possession, and do not change the grammatical class of the stems to which they are attached and the Derivational afﬁxes change the grammatical class of morphemes to which they are attached and they also usually occur closer to the root morpheme than do inﬂections. Possitionally, affixes may be a prefix, infix, suffix or circumfix. The process as identified in the Asante Habitation names reveals that, infixes and circumfixes are not featured in the language but predominantly are prefixes and suffixes. Some of the inflected Habitation Names in Asante Twi are represented in the table 2 below:

Table 2 – Inflected Habitation Names
Stem(s)				Afix			 Habitation Name	
i. Hyia+mu			a-/ -e			Ahyiaem
ii. hwere				a- / -wa		[footnoteRef:5]Ahwerewa [5:  The morphemes in bold as seen in the habitation names are the affixes.] 

iii. yera				ɔ-			Ɔyera
iv. hua				a-/ -a			Ahuaa
v. kuro				a- / -pɔn		Akuropɔn
vi. ɔman				-pɔn			Mampɔn
vii. di + fɛw/ fɛw+di		a-			Afedie
viii. denya + ase + kuro+mu	-foɔ-			Denyasefoɔkrom
In the data above, all the habitation names in the extreme right are inflected forms. As discussed in Adomako (2012), nominalization is one of the derivational processes in Akan. With this, nominals are derived from lexical items such as verbs, adjectives and other nouns usually by way of affixation or by tonal marking. The habitation names (i-iv) are all verb forms which were nominalized through prefixation and or suffixation[footnoteRef:6]. From (vi-viii) have noun stem(s) and inflectional affixes have been attached to it in forming the habitation name. The suffix (-pɔn) in the examples (vii) and (viii) serve an augmentative purpose. The suffix (-pɔn) is attached to nouns in Akan to denote greatness and largeness. In the sense of the examples above, they emphasize greatness or bigger in size. [6:  It is worth noticing that, the affixes found in between some of the habitation names as seen in examples (i) and (viii) in table 2 are not infixes. These affixes are seen as suffixes of the preceding stem which were never deleted after the compounding process. ] 

 5.3 Compound Habitation Names

Analysis of the available data reveals that, most of the Asante Habitation Names are morphologically compounds. Compounds are words that are composed of two (or more) bases, roots, or stems and the process is one of the ways of forming new words in a language. It is possible to form a compound from two words where one of which is itself a compound (Booij 2000 etal, Crystal 2008, Lieber 2009).
This phenomenon has received a lengthy discussion in Akan literatures including Abakah 2004; 2006; Dolphyne 2006; Marfo 2004; Obeng 2009; Appah 2013, 2015 and Owu-Ewie 2014. These studies have postulate number of different ways of classifying compounds in Akan. Semantically, we base on the meaning of the composite words in the compound word and group them into endocentric and exocentric. In these groupings, the meaning of an endocentric compound is reliance on the individual words but the meaning of an exocentric compound is outside the meaning of the individual words it is composed of (Annife, 2012; Appah 2003, 2015).
We see from the available data that, majority of the Asante habitation names are endocentric compounds[footnoteRef:7] and the meaning of the names are deduced from the individual words in it as in the following examples; Ahenkuro (royal town) -ahene (Kings) + kuro (town), Asuontam (Between the rivers) asuo (rivers)+ ntam (in between), Bepɔase (Beneath the mountain)  bepɔ (mountain) + ase (under/ beneath).  [7:  At the surface, some habitation names may be seen as an exocentric compound due to a phonological process that has effect the name, but an identification of the composite words, reveals the meaning. For example Guaso (Gaoni + asoeɛ/ ɛso), kɔkɔben (kɔ+ kɔ-ben), Anyinofi(annyina+ ɔfin) ] 

Bisetto and Scalise (2005) provides another form of classification of compound. They classified compounds into three; the first type is what might be called an attributive compound. In an attributive compound the non-head acts as a modifier of the head. The second is coordinative compounds, where the first element of the compound does not modify the second; instead, the two have equal weight. The last classification is subordinative compound. In subordinative compounds, one element is interpreted as the argument of the other, usually as its object. According to Lieber (2009), this typically happens when one element of the compound either is a verb or is derived from a verb.
Basing on formation, Hayes (2009) identified three typed of compounds; compounds spelled without a space between the component words (solid compounds), compounds spelled with a hyphen (hyphenated compounds), and compound words with a space between the components (open compounds). The scope of our discussion false in this category and we based on this and opines that, morphologically, the Asante habitation names may be a solid compound, an open compound, or hyphenated compound. In this case, the categorization based on the grammatical components which Apah (2013) referred to as being the syntactic category of the components is employed in the discussion of solid compounds. 

5.3.1 Solid Compound Habitation Names

It is identified in the Asante habitation names that, most of the habitation names are compounds which is composed of two or more free morphemes written together as one word. In this form, it was observed that, the compound can be a composition of two nouns, a verb + noun, verb + verb, noun + verb, noun + adverb, adjective + noun, adjective + adjective, and noun + Adjectives. Compound habitation names that have more than two free forms are also identified in the data as discussed in the sub-sections below:

 4.1.3.1 Noun + Noun Compound Habitation Names

Some of the Asante habitation names are solid compounds made up of two noun words and are written together as one word. Examples of these names are shown in table 3.
Table 3	Noun + Noun Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name	Morphological Structure	Gloss
i. Aduman 		Adu       +   ɔman		Adu’s+Town		
ii. Adukro		Adu       +   kuro		Adu’s + Town
iii. Afrantwo		Afram   +   twono		Afram’s + Bridge
iv. Aduyaw		Adu       +  Yaw	        Personal Name +Personal Name
v. Adubɔfoɔ		Adu       +  ɔbɔfoɔ		Adu + Hunter
vi. Adubea		Adu       + beaeɛ		Adu + place
vii. Ahenkro		Ahene   +  kuro		Royals + Town
viii. Sikaman		Sika      +  ɔman		Money + Town
Observation from the above data reveals that, both morphemes are nouns concatenated into one word. Nouns that are represented in these forms are proper and common nouns and the habitation names that have personal nouns[footnoteRef:8] in their composition; we see that, always the personal name is realized first from the left.   [8:  The town names that have personal names in the composition reflect the name of their founders. It was revealed in my enquiries from some of these towns that the names were given in honour of the first settler or the founder of those communities.] 


5. 3.1.2 Noun + Verb Compound Habitation Names

The available data also shows that, some of the Asante habitation names are solid compounds made up of a noun and a verb. In this composition, the noun comes first before the verb. As shown in data 4, the verbs used in this composition is either in perfect tense or the future. This gives a glimpse of the happenings at the time of the formation of these towns or what the founder hopes for.  

Table 4	- Noun + Verb Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name	Morphological Structure	Gloss
i. Kumawu		Kum    + awu			Name of a tree + die-PRF
ii. Akomadan		Akoma	+ adane		Heart + Change-PRF
iii. Bogyawe		Bogya	+ awe			Blood + shortage-PRF
iv. Gyeduako		Gyedu 	+ ako			Gyedu + fight-PRF
v. Amoafo		Amoa	+ aforo			Amoa + climb-PRF
vi. Anomaannye	Anomaa+ annye		Bird + take-NEG-PRF
vii. Nyamebɛkyerɛ	Nyame	+ bɛkyerɛ		God + Provide-FUT
viii. Adeɛmmra		Adeɛ	+ mmra		Something + should come
The examples in data 4 reveal that, there are some Asante habitation names that are noun verbs compounds and these nouns are represented as solid compounds.

5.3.1.3 Verb + Verb Compound Habitation Names

It is evident from the study that, some of the Asante Habitation names are solid compounds which is composed of two verbs. Akan language has noun forms which basically are not names but nouns derived from other word class categories. Studies have shown that, in most case these non-noun forms are nominalized to function as nouns. In this study, we realized that, the compound words formed from these verbs are not nominalized but are converted to nouns and used as habitation names as exemplified in table 5.

Table 5	- Verb + Verb Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name		Morphological Structure	Gloss
i. Konya			akɔ	    + 	anya		go-PFT + get-PFT
ii. Kɔbɛda		kɔ	    + 	bɛ- +da	go + come + sleep
iii. Atoodie		atɔ	    +	adi		buy-PFT + eat-PFT		
iv. Brenya			brɛ	     +     nya		struggle + get
The data in table 5 reveals that, some of the Asante habitation names are solid compounds composed of two verb stem words. Though these verbs have no nominalizer, they are still realized as nouns and for that habitation names.

5.3.1.4 Verb + Noun Compound Habitation Names

Some of the Asante habitation Names are identified as solid compounds made up of a verb stem and a noun stem. Examples of such Habitation Names are presented in table 6.

Table 6	- Verb + Noun Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name		Morphological Structure	Gloss
i. Boaman			Boa    	+ ɔman			help town
ii. Kyekyewerɛ		Kyekyere + werɛ		comfort
iii. Nyaade			Nya        + ade			Get something 
iv. Soame			Soa	+ me			help me to carry
v. Kyerɛnsa			kyerɛ	+ nsa			show wine

The data in table 6 above present the verb + noun compounds. The verb stems identified in the data are all in the present tense whereas the nouns are all common nouns. The noun form realized in example (iv) is a personal pronoun. 

  5.3.1.5 Noun+ Adjective Compound Habitation Names

This class of habitation names has two free forms where the first is a noun and the later an adjective. It is observed that, the adjective is attached to the noun as an attribute word. It reveals the size, location or other features of the noun/town. 

Table 7	- Noun + Adjective Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name		Morphological Structure	Gloss
i. Barekɛse 			Bare     + kɛseɛ	   Name of a river + big
ii. Akropɔn			A- kuro + pɔn		   Town + High/ Great	
iii. Mampɔn			ɔman    +  pɔn		   State/ town + High/Great
iv. Bosomkyekye 		Bosom  +  kyekye	    Idol + great

Apah (2013) and Saah (2004) argue that, in Akan compounding where adjectives form part of the constituents, the adjectives are realized at the right which was also the case in this study as table 7 above reveals. The available data on Asante habitation names also affirm Apah (2013) claim that compounds with Adjective + Noun constituents for now, is not evidenced in Akan.

  5.3.1.6 Noun+ Postposition Compound Habitation Names

In this set of data on habitation names, the constituents of the compound word reveal a noun and a postposition. It is identified in the data that the nouns are geomorphic nouns that reflect a geographical location. Some of the natural things that serves as the bases for the naming includes; rivers, rocks, mountains and vegetation. In this note, by mere mentioning of the names, or hearing it will communicate its denotational meaning. It is evidenced that, always where the town or village is situated in relation to the geographical location is depicted by the use of the postposition which is the second constituent in the habitation name. Examples of these names are represented in table 8 below:

Table 8	- Noun + Postposition Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name		Morphological Structure	Gloss

i. Esaase 			Esa     + ase			Name of a tree + under
ii. Ankaase			Ankaa + ase			Orange tree + Under
iii. Maase			Mmɛ   + ase			Palm tree + Under
iv. Bepɔase			Bepɔ+ ase			Mountain + Under
v. Ɔboase			ɔbo + ase			Rock + Under
vi. Amenase			Amena+  ase			Valley + Under
vii. Denyaase			Denya + ase			Type of a tree + Under
viii. Ntɔnso			ntɔn + so			eyebrow + on
ix. Ɔfinso			Ɔfin +  so			Name of river + on
x. Bepɔso			Bepɔ  + so			Mountain + on
xi. Asanso			Asan  + so			soil +on
xii. Aboɔso			Aboɔ + so			rocks + on
xiii. Yonso			Ɔyɔn   + so			Name of river + on
xiv. Pramaso			Prama  + so			Meeting place + on
xv. Amakom			Amako+  mu			pepper + in 
xvi. Dɔtom			Dɔtɔ    + mu			Bush + in
xvii. Mmem			Mmɛ    + mu			Palm plantation + in
xviii. Boanim			Ɛboɔ   +  anim			rock + front
xix. Boɔho			Boɔ   +  ho			Rock + around
xx. Adankrannya		Adankran + agya		Name of river + Behind
xxi. Poano			Ɛpoa     + ano			Bush + tip/ front
xxii. Asuontam			Asuo + ntam(u)		Rivers + Between 

All the habitation names as we have seen in table 8 are solid compounds with a noun and a postposition constituents. The postpositions are locatives such as  ase (under), ɛso (on), emu (in), ɛho (around), anim (front), ano (tip/ front), ntam (between). When these postpositions form solid compounds with the noun, a phonological process of elision functions for easy pronunciation[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  See Abakah (2004), Dolphyne (2006) among others, for a thorough discussion on elision in the language.
] 





  5.3.1.7 Compound Habitation Names with more than two Constituents

It is not in all cases that the compound habitation names have two constituents. Some of the Asante habitation names identified have more than two constituents. It is seen that, names of this caliber have the first constituent been a name of a person/ object, or a verb. The compounds which first constituent is a noun mostly have another noun or an adjective as its second constituent. In this case, the third constituent is automatically a postposition. In all cases, it is seen that, compounds of this nature have at least one of its constituents been a noun as showed in data 9 below:
   
Table 9	- Compound Habitation Names with more than two constituents
Habitation Name	       	Morphological Structure	Gloss
i. Dɔnkɔkrom 		Dɔnkɔ + ekuro  + emu	         Personal name+town + in
ii. Kofikrom 			Kofi   + ekuro  + emu	         Personal name+town + in
iii. Krakrom 			Ɔkra  + ekuro   + emu	         Cat + town + in 
iv. Abrakaso 			Abrɔ  +  aka     + ɛso	         Pet name + stuck + on
v. Efiduase 			Efi+   dua   + ase	     Personal name+tree+ under
vi. Nyameduase 		Nyame + dua    + ase		God + tree + under
vii. Pɛtɛduase 			Pɛtɛ    + dua       + ase		Vulture + tree + under
viii. Krofrom 			Kuro  + foforɔ+ emu		Town + new + in
ix. Borɔfoyedru 		Borɔfo  + yɛ  + duru		English + is + heavy
x. Hiamankyene 		Ehia    + ma     + nkyene	It requires + salt
xi. Afamanaso 		Afa    + ɔman  +  ɛso		Has overcome the town
xii. Faade 			Fa       + wo   + adeɛ		Take + your + thing
xiii. Fawoman 			Fa      +  wo      + ɔman 	Take + your + town
xiv. Fankyenebra		Fa   + nkyene  +bra 		Take + salt + come

In data 9 above, the first constituents of the habitation names from (i-ix) are all nouns and (x-xiv) are all verbs. As noted earlier, all the names have at least one noun constituent in the compound word. It is also seen in the study that, all the solid compound habitation names that have more than two constituents are mostly full clauses or complete sentences. Examples such as; ahansoyɛwodea “aha – nso-  yɛ - wo -dea?” (is here also for you?), Fankyenebra “fa-nkyene-bra”  (bring salt), Hiamankyene “ehia ma nkyene”(it requires salt), Dɔmeabra “wodɔ me a bra”(If you love me come) are complete examples.

5.3.2 Open Compound Habitation Names

Corpus of the habitation names are compounds which are written as separate words. All the open compounds identified in the habitation names have noun + noun constituents as exemplified in data 10 below:

Table 10	- Open Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name		Morphological Structure	
i. Atta + Akuraa		Atta Akuraa			
ii. Kwabena + Nkwanta	Kwabena  Nkwanta		
iii. Tanɔ+ Odumase		Tanɔ Odumase		
iv. Nkawie + Kumaa		Nkawie Kumaa		 
v. Nkawie + Panin		Nkawie Panin			 
vi. Manso + Adubea		Manso Adubea		
vii. Manso + Nkwanta		Manso  Nkwanta		
viii. Heman + Boɔho		Heman Buoho			
ix. Hiawu + Besease		Hiawu Besease		
x. Dɔme + Keniago		Dɔme Keniago		
xi. Asonomaso +Nkwanta	Asonomaso  Nkwanta		
xii. Ataase + Nkwanta		Ataase Nkwanta		

The first nouns in the compound names in data 10 serves as an appositive (a noun qualifying another nouns). It is seen in the data that the second nouns in the compounds are the real town names whereas the first noun gives further information about it. Owu-Ewie (2014) identified for Fante Habitation Names, that the first nouns in this process depicts traditional area or jurisdiction in which the community is found. It is seen in the Asante forms that, the first names does not only indicate the traditional area or jurisdiction in which the community is found; it may also give reference to the founder or first settler of the town as in (i-ii) or as a geomorphic noun as in (iii-iv). In this sense, one can omit the first constituent when mentioning or using that town name. The corpus also reveals that, it is possible to form compounds from two words where one of which itself is a compound as in (i, vi-xi). As morphological structures can be depicted using the tree notations commonly used in syntax, the process is exemplified in a tree diagrams below;
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Heman  +   Boɔho		                ɔhene      ɔman   +  ɛboɔ   ɛho    	
					  (royal     town    +  rock beside) (Boɔho near Hemang)  	


The pictorial analysis of the compound words above reveals that, the habitation name has a composite of four words which form two compound words. The first constituent in the compound is an appositive noun that modifies the second constituent which is the actual town names. A re-arrangement or different groupings of the same words in the compound will produce different meaning. The tree structures below make it clearer;
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 Boɔho	     Heman  	                	   ɛboɔ          ɛho   +  ɔhene      ɔman      	
					  (rock beside + royal     town) (Heman near Boɔho)

The second tree structure analysis above help in revealing that, the first constituent of the compound in the Asante Habitation names always serves as a modifier to the second constituent. In the first tree structures analysis where the Heman was the first constituent in the compound, the Boɔho served as the original town name where the Heman serves as a modifier that depicts a geographical jurisdiction (a royal town/ city close to the rock). In the second structure where the Boɔho became the first constituent in the structure, the Heman became the actual town name whereas the Boɔho became the modifier.  
The same evidence is seen for the hyphenated compound habitation names. It is seen from the data that, in the hyphenated compound habitation names, the two constituent are always used together and using one of the nouns in reference to the town may sound ambiguous or questionable. This is in the sense that in all cases the individual constituents represent another town name unlike the open compounds where the first constituent may refer to another thing beside a town name. Examples of the hyphenated compound habitation names are represented in table 11 below;

Table 10	- Hyphenated Compound Habitation Names
Habitation Name		Morphological Structure	Gloss
i. Ɔfoase - Kokoben		Ɔfoase + Kokoben		
ii. Asanso - Patase		Asanso + Patase		
iii. Boagya - Odumase	Boagya + Odumase		
iv. Boni - Behenase		Boni + Behenase		
v. Kokofu - Edwinase	Kokofu + Edwinase		
vi. Asokore - Mampɔn	Asokore + Mampɔn		
Though the hyphenation may be a writing format in the bill boards and district maps, the corpus here (table 10) presents a template which dichotomize the hyphenated forms from the open compounds habitation names. In this case, both constituents stands to represents the town name and using just one of them as a reference to the town may sound ambiguous. Both nouns in the habitation names in table 11 represent another town which geographically may not be related or close to each other.

5.4 Abbreviated Habitation Names

The available data reveals that, some of the Asante Habitation names are been abbreviated and most often the youth and taxi drivers use the abbreviations in reference to the towns. Some of these town names are presented in data 12 with their abbreviations;

Table 10	- Abbreviated Habitation Names
Habitation Name			Abbreviation
i. Kɔkɔteasua			- 	K.K.T
ii.  Kyekyewerɛ 			-	K.Y
iii. Jeduako			-	J.K.
iv. Borɔfoyeduru			-	B.D
v. Abonkosu			-	ABK
It is seen in the data that, the first segment in the town name is automatically present in the habitation name (abbreviated form) and other consonants in the noun is randomly selected. Though the selection of the other segments as abbreviation besides the first segment is inexplicable, it is identified in the data that vowels are not normally featured except they are the first segment. Per my findings, it was revealed that, the youth and the drivers in the vicinity mainly use the abbreviated forms.


5.5 Reduplication

According to Spencer (1991: 13), reduplication is a process “in which some part of a base is repeated, either to the left, or to the right, or, occasionally in the middle”. Reduplication is a term use in morphology for a process of repetition whereby the form of a preﬁx/sufﬁx reﬂects certain phonological characteristics of the root (Crystal 2008:408). These suggest that, in reduplication, a root or a part of it is repeated and these results in the formation of a new word. Abakah (2015:3) asserts that, the process of reduplication appears to be language universal inasmuch as countless languages of the world operate it with identical grammatical functions and semantic readings.
This process is surfaced in the name, “aboabo” (stones stones). The name is a reduplicated form which basic word is “ɔbo” (stone) which plural form is “abo”. The “abo” is reduplicated completely or fully to denote a place where the land is rocky or where many stone are found.

5. Conclusion

· This paper has sought to analyze some of the Asante Habitation names from the morphological domain. The studies has revealed that, most of the Asante Habitation Names, historically were phrases and sentences which through so many processes have become one word. In view of this, analyzing them morphologically helps in identifying the various components which leads into the deduction of their meanings. It has been observed from the study that, morphologically, the Asante habitation names can be single root word, inflected forms, abbreviated forms, and compounds. The study reveals that, structurally, majority of the Asante Habitation names are compound words. Among the names collated, 393 was used in the analysis and 287 of them were identified as compound words which reflect 73% of the whole data. The names which were seen as single root were 47 reflecting 12% and 52 of them were inflected forms which also reflected 13%. The abbreviated forms were 6 which in percentage is 2% and only 1.52 reduplicated form which reflect 0.25 in percentage. Morphological processes like affixation, reduplication, compounding and abbreviation were seen as useful processes for the derivation of these names. The affixation types which are realized in the Asante habitation names are inflectional and derivational (per function) and prefixation and suffixation (per position). The corpus did not reveal any evidence of infixes and circumfixes which can help lead to a general conclusion of their ineffectiveness in the languages. It was identified that, affixes like –foɔ- in some of the habitation names (cf data 2) are seen as the suffix for the first free form in a compound word and not as infix. It has also been identified in the study that, all the adjectives that are surfaced in the habitation names are those that carry augmentative meaning and compounds with constituents (Adjective +noun) are for now not functional in the language. The compound types were discussed under solid compounds, open and hyphenated compounds.
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Appendix 1. CORPUS OF SOME ASANTE HABITATION NAMES
Abaase			Abasi			Abesewa		Aboabo
Aboabogya		Aboaboso		Abodom,		Abofrim,
Aboma, 		Abonu			Abori, 			Abotanso
Abosamso		Abɔfoɔ			Abotan			Abrofirim, 
Abuakwa		Abuakwaa		Aboantem,  		Abrakaso
Akyease		Akyinakrom		Adankwamu, 		Adanse Praso
Adanwomase 		Adeɛmmra		Ahwerewam		Adomfe, 
Adonso,		Adugyanso, 		Aduman		Adumanu
Adwafo		Aduyaw		Afamanso,		Aframso
Afrante		Afrantwo		Agogo			Agona
Ahenkro		Ahinsan		Ahodwo		Ahwerewa	
Ahwiaa		Ahwiren,		Ahyireso		Akurofoso	
Akurofrom		Akrokere		Akrokyere		Akropɔn	
Akrowi		Akuakrom 		Akumadan		Akutuase	
Akwansrem		Akyerekyekrom	Amankyia		Amenso	
Amentia		Amoako		Amoaman		Amoawi	
Amormoso		Amponya		Ampunyase		Aniamoa	
Ankaase		Ankam			Antoa			Antoakrom
Anunuso		Anwiafutu		Anwiankwanta	Anwiaso	
Anyinamso		Anyinasu	Anyinasuso	Anyinofi	
Apagya	Apapaso	Apatratom	Apiadu	
Asaam	  Asakraka	Asaman	       Anyanso
Asamankama             Asankari	Asarekrom	       Asempanaye
Asisiriwa	             Asiwa		Asokore	       Asokore Mampɔn 
Asonomaso	           Asuboi	                      Asubua	                       Asubuaso	
Asuhyiae	           Asumen	                        Akokospares                Asuoso	
Atasi	          Ataasi Nkwanta            Atasomanso                   Atobiasi	
Atonsu		Atonsuagya	              Ata Akuraa             Atakrom	
Aworoso		Babaso	             Balana	                Banka
Bankame		    Banko	            Banso	               Bantoma
Bari		    Bari Kese	            Bedomase               Begoro
Begoroase		    Bekwai	            Bemi	               Benim	
Bepoase		    Beposo	            Berem                     Besease	
Betenease		    Biemso	             Bindom	               Bimma
Bipoa		    Bisiase	             Boahenkwan         Boamang	
Boanim		    Boankra	             Bodwesango          Bogyawe
Bomfa		    Bompata	             Boni	               Bonsaaso
Bonteso		    Bontomruso	            Bonwire	               Bosafo
Bosomkyekye	    Bowohomoden	            Brahabebome         Breman
Brodekwanho	    Brofoyedru	            Bronikrom             Bunaso
Bunyum		    Daaso	            Daban                   Dampon
Danso		   Darko	          Datano	             Densubon
Denyase		   Didaso	          Dindindusi	             Domasi	
Dome		   Domeabra	          Domi Keniago        Dompoase
Dotiem	                   	   Drabon	          Drobonso	             Dukusen
Dumienu		   Dwinyankwanta         Dwinyama	             Dwiasi 
Dwoanim		   Dwaso 	          Dwaben	             Dwuahaw
Dwuansa		   Ebira	          Ebiram	             Eduadin
Eduaniyede	                         Edubiase	         Edumasa	            Edwenase	
Efiduase		  Ehwia	          Egyian	             Edwiso	
Esaase		  Esaso	          Esiana	            Esumegya
Esuonwin	  	  Etia	          Fankyenebra          Fawoade	
Fawoman		  Fenanso	          Feyiasi	            Fiankoma
Foase 		  Fomena	          Freboye	            Freso	
Fufuo	         	Fumisua	          Fumso	            Hwidiem	
Hansoyewode	Heman	          Heman Boɔho       Hia	
Hiakwasi		Hiawoanwu	          Hiawu Besease     Hun	
Hwidiem		Hwireso	          Gyakye	           Gyakobu
Gyadiako		Gyamase	          Gyimiso	           Kakraba
Kankanfriasi		Kasaam	          Kasei	           Katie	
Kenseri		Kenyase	          Kobreso	           Kodie
Kofiase		Kodwotrako	          Kokoben	           Kokodie
Kokofu		Kokote	          Kokotro	           Komeso
Kona		Koniyaw	          Konongo	           Konongo-Odumase       
Kotokuom	          	Krofa	          Kubease	           Kubekrom
Kumase	          	Kumawu	          Kumpese	           Kunso	          
Kuntenase	          	Kwadaso	          Kwaman               Kwamo
Kwapeni	             	Kwaso	          Kyebi	           Kyekyebon
Kyekyewerɛ                   	Kyenkyenase              Kyereyaaso          Kyeyiase	
Kyeremfaso		Maase	           Maban	           Mampon
Manesuso		Manfo	           Manhyia	          Mankranso          
Manso Adubea	Manso Nkwanta	           Manukrom         Mayera	               
Mem		Mensonso	           Memenase          Meyenwaikosimeyie    
Mfensi	             	Mile 14	            Miminaso	         Mmerɛdane	
Moseaso		Mpantuase	         Mpatuam          Mpesaso	
Mpesetia		Mpobi	       Naama              Namon	
Nerebehi		New Koforidua 	     Nimreso	        Nkaneku	
Nkawie Kumaa	Nkawie Panin	     Nkenkansu	        Nkwanta
Nkwantakese		Nkwanten	     Nsiakrom	        Nsonyameye
Nsuaem No.1		Nsuaem No.2	    Nsuontam	       Nsuta
Nsutam		Ntobroso	    Ntonso	       Nubuom	
Nukwasa		Nwineso No.1	    Nyameadom       Nyameani
Nyamebekyerɛ 	Nyankyerɛnease	    Nyinahin	        Obo	
Obogu		Obuase	    Odaho	        Odumase
Ofe		Ofinso	    Ofoase	        Onyimso
Oseikrom		Owabi	     Owuokrom         Oyoko
Pakoso		Pankronu	     Pasaro	         Patakro	
Patase		Patriensa	     Patrikrom	         Pekyerekye	
Pekyi		Pemenasi	     Penten	         Peteduase	
Piase		Pipiiso	     Poanu	         Pokukrom	
Pomposo		Pra River	     Praaso	        Saabum
Saabuso		Sabonline 	    Sabronum	        Sampreso	
Samso		Sasebonso	    Sawia	        Sedi	
Sehwikura		Seikrom	    Sekyedumase      Senfi	
Seniagya		Senkye Asante	    Sepasi	       Sikaman 	
Sireso		Soko	    Sokoben	       Sraneso	
Soami		Sukuumu	   Suntreso	      Surukrom	
Swedru		Taabuom	   Takorase	     Takwaim
Tanodumase		Tikyakrom	   TebesoNo.1    Tebeso No. 2	
Tepa		Tetrem	Toase	Tontokrom	
Trede		Twedie	Twepease	Wamase	
Watreso		Wawase	Wiamoase	Wiawso	
Winiso 		Woraso	Yabi	Yireso	
Yoribon		Yuabra	
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